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The Master’s Report 
Sally Bridgeland
Master Actuary 2016 – 2017

Until you’ve experienced it, it’s impossible to fully understand the enthusiasm and zeal for the City of 
London which a year as Master of Livery Company can inspire.  Once you’ve been a Master, it’s hard to 
slam the door on the heritage of culture, charity and community support which you’ve been exposed 
to.  Thankfully, few Masters want to shut it out: most, like me, find that that single year opens up a new 
world.  It’s like becoming a parent: it changes the way you look at life.

All Past Masters talk of new friends made, and new opportunities.  I’m no different. I’m involved in my 
Past Masters’ association “Prime Masters” (2017 being a prime number), which is only to be expected.  
It affords me the opportunity of keeping in touch with a wonderful group of people from diverse 
backgrounds and industries beyond our homeland of risk and financial services.  I’ve joined the City 
Livery Club, which is not unusual.  I’m a member of the Lady Masters’ Association, which is a first for 
the Actuaries.  

I’ve also been invited to join the Royal Society’s Advisory Committee for Maths Education (ACME), a 
body which we’ve been trying to access for years.  I’ve applied to be a Honorary Group Captain in the 
Royal Air Force, which came out of the blue.  And I’ve formed, with one of my fellow Past Masters, a 
pudding appreciation society, railing against the “fresh fruit salad” form of dessert (no, thank you).  All 
of these new things will go some small way to filling the gap and keeping alive that deeper feeling of 
connection with the City community and tradition which you acquire as a Livery Company Master, and 
the fun that I’ve had.  I thoroughly recommend the experience and thank all of those who went before 
me for their support.  

Our Livery Lecture in November is perfectly timed to invite other Masters to the rarely seen (by them) 
Staple Inn and create relationships which will last through to the summer.  I also loved some of the 
other Companies’ lectures which expanded my horizons and were educational, without counting for 
CPD.  With hindsight the two Honourable Air Pilots’ Lectures (on Airliner and on training planes for 
fighter pilots) were a good grounding for subsequent discussions with the Royal Air Force.   

Our affiliation with the RAF’s 601 Squadron - announced at the end of my year - was a particularly 
happy if unexpected achievement.   Many Livery Companies have military affiliations.  The closest we 
have is our support for the Edmonton Sea Cadets who provide a guard of honour at Mansion House.  
Having visited them, with my son Colin, at their “ship” in the grounds of a London Waste recycling plant, 
I was bowled over by their enthusiasm and focus and the role that the cadet movement can play in 
young lives.

In our grown-up lives in London, sadly this year saw heightened security and terrorist activity which 
disrupted even events at Mansion House.  Whatever the form of the tragedy our armed forces play 
an vital role in handling the aftermath and restoring peace and confidence.  Many Livery Companies 
also have “Gallant” (military) Clerks who help keep them in order and are a strong network between 
companies. 
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So, by the time Past Master Waddingham mentioned the likely reforming of the “Millionaires Squadron” 
I was already converted to the idea of forming stronger links with the military.  The characteristics of 
601 Squadron, formed with a cadre of civilian Honorary Group Captains joining senior RAF personnel 
to advise the Chief of Air Staff on strategic issues, had a particular relevance to my year’s theme of 
“resilience in flexibility”.  Being open minded to the input from others and diverse perspectives is, to my 
mind, the best way to make the sum stronger than the parts. 

The Master’s Report

I’m very much looking forward to seeing this relationship with the RAF develop over the years to come, 
not least in 2018 which marks the 100th anniversary of the RAF.  There will no doubt be opportunities 
for us to help support the RAF100 events and fundraising as an important way of bringing our affiliation 
alive.

Strengthening links and understanding was a thread which ran through my year.  In newsletters, at 
dinner and social events, I tried not to miss any opportunity to promote what we have already achieved.  
Our charitable and educational activity ranks well against those other livery companies, and we can and 
should be proud of that.  

In this report we’ve included extracts from my Newsletters which put our work in the context of the 
contribution made by the other Livery Companies, the Sheriffs and the Lord Mayor.  With thanks to 
those who serve and have served for our committees and Charitable Trust, we have plenty to talk about 
as part of the bigger whole.  You can read their reports and become more fluent in our achievements 
this year.

Guests of 601 Sqn at Air Combat Power Visit
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You will also see from the reports of the social events - and the quotes from the speeches which I made 
at our formal dinners - the different perspective of a lady Master.  It was an honour and a privilege to 
be your Master, but most of all it was a delight to be the first lady.  I know there are many others who 
will follow but, being the first lady Master meant that the prize for the most asked question in the year 
goes to “Are you the first lady Master?” (yes) closely followed by “What do you call your husband?” 
(answers on a postcard, but rarely Mistress).  Others in the top five are “When did you start as Master?” 
(July); “What number are you in the order of precedence?” (91); and “Do you have your own hall?” (no).
The questions I’m most asked now are “Did you enjoy your year?” (yes) and “What will your favourite 
memory be?”.  The least favourite is easier: I will never again abseil, even for charity!  

For the favourite I am so spoilt for choice.  The most public and glamorous event, our Mansion House 
Banquet was amazing with my parents, husband and son around me.  With Andrew Parmley as Lord 
Mayor and my right hand man at the table, it was formal and yet great fun.  Being led into in the Tower 
of London in plastic manacles in front of bemused tourists was certainly a highlight.  The day trip to 
Guernsey for Pat Meriman’s 91st (and last) birthday was the most poignant and the visit to the Sea 
Cadets the one that changed my perspective the most.

But, the category of memories which will live with me most as Past Master are the huge number of 
supportive comments from my predecessors, my peers, the Masters yet to come, and our members and 
their guests.  This fellowship is the life blood of the Livery.   Thank you all.

Sally Bridgeland

Jailed at the Old Bailey
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The Charitable Trust
TRUSTEES Michael Pomery (Chairman)    

Peter Crutchett    
Simon Dudley    
Ian Farr    
Martin Miles    
Alan Smith    
George Yoxall
     

HONORARY ALMONER Patrick O’Keeffe

During the year, the Trustees met 4 times and continued to work closely with the Education Committee.

Our income for the year to 31 July 2017 was around £160,000, of which about £120,000 came from 
donations by liverymen and the accompanying gift aid, with the remainder coming from company social 
events and investment income. We aim to give away an amount at least equal to our income during the 
year.  We  concentrate on supporting five areas of giving:

1. Projects in the field of Maths education (£72,000 donated in 2016/17)

a)  The Royal Institution (Ri) Maths masterclasses have been running for 30 years for 13–15 year  
 olds. The students give up their Saturday mornings for a series of workshops which explore topics  
 outside the GCSE maths syllabus. Many are from deprived areas of Inner London and often they  
 are “on their own” in maths classes at their schools, with no other equally able pupils. We  
 have funded the Ri with £55,000 over 3 years to extend this programme to 16-17 year olds,  
 where the demand outstripped their resources. After two years they had already exceeded the  
 planned expansion and our final year’s donation was utilised to expand further the range of  
 Maths masterclasses, including some held outside London. We have recently agreed to commit  
 to further sponsorship of the masterclasses to the tune of £30,000pa for 3 years.

b)  The Geoffrey Heywood awards, in honour of our Founding Master, consist of £5,000 pa for  
 two years for schools which have an excellent Maths teaching department and undertake an  
 extensive outreach programme in Maths to other schools in their surrounding area. We gave  
 the first two such awards to St Olave’s Grammar  School in Kent and  King’s College Maths  
 School in Lambeth. Both schools achieved excellent A Level results in 2017 and are carrying  
 out valuable outreach work amongst students and teachers in local schools. We have recently  
 added a third school, Exeter Maths School, from September 2017

c)  The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) was established with Government money “to  
 raise the educational attainment of disadvantaged children by identifying and funding promising  
 educational innovations.” We agreed to give £32,000 over a two year period to support a large  
 scale nation-wide trial of a project to improve the teaching of Maths in primary schools. Preliminary  
 smaller scale trials have been particularly promising and this trial, involving over 7,000 children, if  
 successful, could lead to a national roll-out. Our money has specifically funded the trial in a  
 regional “hub” of 20 primary schools in South East London and one of our liverymen has joined  
 the strategic board of this “hub” in an non-executive role.



9

d)  Other charities which we have supported in 2016/17 in the field of education are:

• The Brokerage City Link, which provides an introduction for disadvantaged children to the world 
of work in the City,

• Generating Genius, which supports and mentors teenagers in disadvantaged schools who show 
ability in STEM subjects,

• Tower Hamlets Education Business Partnership (BEE), which uses city volunteers, including several 
actuaries, to provide basic financial education to primary school children in Tower Hamlets, and

• Reed’s School, which provides outreach projects in STEM subjects for primary schools from 
South London.

2. Charities where a liveryman is actively involved (£48,000)

 Typically we commit to three years of support and ask that our donations are used for a specific  
 purpose, with regular annual reporting back on progress. Longer standing recipients are the  
 Children’s Liver Disease Foundation, Narcolepsy UK, Brainwave (for children with brain damage),  
 East Anglia Children’s Hospice and the Martial Arts Centre (running courses for disadvantaged  
 children in Camden). More recent additions to the list are Suited & Booted (helping disadvantaged  
 men in London gain employment), Link Age Southwark (working with isolated elderly people in the  
 London Borough of Southwark) and Dan’s Fund for Burns (supporting adult burns survivors). This year  
 we agreed to make donations to East Surrey Domestic Abuse Service, St Francis Hospice in Essex and  
 ICAN (helping children in East London with hearing difficulties). In addition, we made a small number  
 of one-off donations to a variety of charities. We continue to consider applications from charities   
 where liverymen or other actuaries are actively involved.

3. Bursaries and Prizes (£20,000)

 We maintain good links with eleven universities which run IFoA accredited undergraduate courses  
 in Actuarial Science and we again provided bursaries for third year students in financial need and an  
 annual prize for academic achievement at each university. We also give prizes for several IFoA exams.

4. City charities (£11,000)

 We support on a regular basis a number of charities connected with the City of London and the  
 livery movement. 

5. Master’s Allowance (£12,500)

 In addition, we give the Master an annual allowance to enable him or her to respond as they think fit  
 to charitable requests that they receive during their year in office.

More information about the Trust, our annual accounts and the individual charitable activities which we 
are currently supporting is available on the website. 

Michael Pomery
Chairman, Company of Actuaries Charitable Trust
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Events
2016 - 2017

Installation Dinner - Haberdashers’ Hall 14 July

Thursday July 14 was the occasion of the Worshipful Company of Actuaries’ Installation Dinner. The 
venue was Haberdashers’ Hall. Unlike the majority of livery halls in the City of London, this is a very 
modern building, opened in 2002. The public areas are arranged  around a quadrangle, in the centre 
of which is superb fountain which we found fascinating to observe and study. With the weather at last 
being in line with expectations for the time of year, pre dinner drinks were able to be enjoyed in the 
courtyard, to the accompaniment of harp music played by Lisa Evans.

As is normal, grace was said before dinner by our honorary chaplain, Rev Canon David Parrot. It took 
the form of rhyming verse, based on very recent events. So good was it that he received applause 
after the ‘Amen’ - a first in my experience. During the dinner, 2 new members of the livery and 6 new 
Liverymen were acknowledged, all having been through the formalities at a Court meeting earlier that 
day. Our continuing success in the inter livery bridge tournament was also recognised, Graham Clay, 
John Simon and Peter Bennet being presented with their trophy.  Liveryman Robert Ross was awarded 
the Phiatus Cup, which is awarded annually for charitable endeavours. Robert was awarded this due 
to his fund raising and other work in the aftermath of the Nepal earthquake, when, having cancelled 
his own attempt to climb Everest due to said earthquake, he threw himself into assisting the local 
community,  in particular the families of the 7 Sherpas who were killed by it.

The three after dinner speeches were in turn witty, inspirational and personal. First up was Nick Salter, 
who gave a very witty speech proposing the toast to our guests. This was responded to by Dame 
Stephanie Shirley, who gave a very inspirational speech. She founded an IT company, sold it, and with 
the proceeds funded many charitable initiatives, as well as worked with them herself. When she spoke 
the room seemed quieter than normal, a sign not just of the quality of the speech, but the inspirational 
nature of it. She concluded by saying, prior to proposing the toast to the Company: ‘The more you give 
away, the richer your life’. “Here here” said many of our members and guests.

The Master Sally Bridgeland then responded. Sally is our first female Master, and it was clear from her 
speech that his means a lot to her. She told of her life to date, praised and thanked her parents (both 
of whom were in attendance, which could be a first for the Livery) as well as her husband, to be known 
as Master’s Consort. It was both personal and entertaining. During her speech she presented the 
Company’s Award of Honour to Past Master Jeremy Goford, for his work for the profession (both as a 
Past President of the IFoA and the author of a seminal paper on the Control Cycle), the Livery movement 
and the City of London, where he founded the Financial Services Group of Livery Companies. He 
received a very deserved standing ovation on its presentation.

Sally’s theme for her year in office is “Resilience in Flexibility”. With such a great start from her installation 
dinner, her success in delivering on this theme can only be enhanced.
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An emotional installation

Installation dinner principal guest Dame “Steve” Shirley with  
our Beadle, Honorary Chaplain, Wardens, Master and Clerk
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Events

Installation Dinner Speech Extract

All Masters are Different, but some are more Different than others. 

All the Past Masters and senior members of this company, and their wives, have been united in 
their support to me as the first of your more different Masters. 

To me the Livery embodies fellowship and generosity of experience shared.  I encourage everyone 
here to enjoy the wisdom of those actuaries around them who have had different experiences - 
and learn from them. 

For example, there are things that are within Past Masters’ experience which I can’t claim and 
things in mine that they could never have done.

I have never run 10 marathons back to back … but I have given birth.

I have never been to an all boys’ school … but I have led an all female team.

I have never sung bass … but I have sung the descant at Company carol services on several 
occasions. 

And, it is possible, if not likely or probable, that I’m the only Master of this Company whose 
ambition as a small child was to be a princess when I grew up.  Well, this dinner comes fairly close 
…

Like Dame Steve, I am used to using men’s names and titles.  I have been a Batchelor (of Science) 
for 30 years, a Fellow (of the Institute of Actuaries) for 27 and Chairman of various things. 

Interestingly in 2002 I became a Free Sister of the City of London, which sounds very contemporary.  
And I am a woman, a daughter, a sister, a wife and a mother.  As the first lady Master, I recognise 
the responsibility of being different, of being a role model whether I like it or not. 

So I will be a bit creative, a bit flexible and a bit eye-opening, while respecting tradition.  I hope 
to give our social events broader appeal and hope you will enjoy inviting your partners, friends 
and family - as well as other actuaries.  You will have an opportunity to learn more about some 
of my more different passions: Colour.  Jewellery.  Chocolate.  My choice of halls for our dinners, 
Goldsmiths, Painters and Haberdashers reflect some of my creative interests - with credit to both 
my grandmothers who were impressive knitters and seamstresses - a part of my heritage which I 
cherish.  I owe much of what I am to them both.

The heritage of the City is one of the things that I love about the Livery.  Becoming part of it - adding 
to the parts which it hasn’t always reached - adds to its breadth and its strength.  The addition 
of the growing number of modern livery companies has been vital in assuring the relevance of 
the livery movement. Moving with the times gives the benefit which we expect of diversification.  
There has been resilience in being flexible. 

The theme of my year is just that:  resilience in flexibility.  This September the City of London is 
marking the 350th anniversary of the Great Fire of London.  This year the City of London faces 
the challenge of Brexit.  The flexibility and creativity of humankind in this city will fight the new 
fires together and survive.
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Master’s Diary - Mid July

Only one week in to being your Master, yet there is so much to say!  The installation ceremony and dinner 
last Thursday were hugely enjoyable.

If you were inspired by our Principal Guest Dame Stephanie “Steve” Shirley, her book “Let IT Go” will be on 
your holiday reading list.  If you’re a podcast lover, listening to the recording of her Desert Island Discs in 
2010 gives a lovely flavour of the delightful, humble and determined lady who addressed us last week. 

The one thing that surprised me at the dinner was the noise. The notorious (I discovered only later) acoustics 
at Haberdashers’ Hall meant that I could barely hear the sound of harpist Lisa Evans above the sound of 
actuaries talking!

Your new Consort (my husband) Michael had lunch at the Mansion House on Monday, the only man in the 
group of 16 Mistresses and Consorts.  His hostess, the Lady Mayoress, gave them a tour of little seen parts 
of the premises, including her bedroom.

Young Master Colin Bridgeland was my Consort at the Masters’ Church Walk, organised by the Plumbers’ 
and Constructors’ Companies on Wednesday. It was a great opportunity to meet other Masters and Consorts 
and learn about the connections between the churches of Wren and the stone of Lyme Regis. 

Churches Walk including two shrieval contenders,  
Consort Junior and his much-coveted scooter
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Events

Master’s Diary - Mid August

Not much Livery business goes on in August, but there has been a considerable amount of planning, and a 
St Lawrence Jewry theme.  I am also getting used to being referred to as Master.

Since my previous newsletter I attended a service and reception in St Lawrence Jewry Church, Guildhall, to 
commemorate its twinning with St Columb’s Cathedral, Derry.  Several other Masters were in attendance.  
Having visited there on the churches walk in July it was great to have longer to look at the lovely stained 
glass windows and to see our Chaplain, Rev’d Canon David Parrot, on his home ground.

Taking the advice of many Past Masters to “accept everything” I have done something very brave/foolish 
and agreed to abseil down the tower of St Lawrence Jewry on 14th October in aid of The Lord Mayor’s 
Appeal.  Despite being an Imperial mathematician, I think distances in metric and 94ft didn’t seem like 
much, but having had an unfortunate skiing accident 13 years ago involving a cliff, a vertical drop and some 
broken vertebrae/ribs, I’m dreading it.  Thankfully the Junior Warden, who’s joining me, is equally petrified. 

I am still delighted to be your Master for a year but anxious that after admiring St Lawrence Jewry’s stained 
glass windows from the outside and from a precarious height and angle, our Carol Service on 14th December 
won’t be as enjoyable as usual!

Master’s Diary - Mid September

The Livery year got off to a flying start and up to pace this month.  It started with the Master’s Weekend, 
several committee meetings and my first dinner as the guest of another Livery Company during the week, 
and a moment of history this morning:  I have just sent off my cheque to join the Lady Masters’ Association!

My search for associations between important Livery numbers and milestones in my own life continued.  
Our Company’s number in the order of precedence is 91 - the year I got married.  So it was rather spooky 
to learn that I am the 114th lady Livery Company Master, ever: my birthday is 4th November, or 11/4 in 
US speak. 

Planning for the rest of the year has also been a numbers game.  Matt Parker, stand up mathematician and 
comedian, has agreed to be our Master of Ceremonies for the Charity Masquerade Ball on 8th February. 
With Matt as our auctioneer perhaps we should take bids for our prizes using multiples of prime numbers! 

The start of September saw what has become an annual gathering of the incoming Lord Mayor (subject 
to election on Michaelmas Day), the Institute and Faculty President and Chief Executive, convened by the 
Master Actuary.  Colin, Derek and I met Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley for breakfast and discussed music 
(his speciality), black pudding (another favourite) and insurance and investment management.

My first Inter-Livery Dinner of the year was the Modern Livery Companies Dinner, with the Senior Warden 
and many Masters and most senior Wardens of the Companies formed since 1926 (numbers 78 onwards), 
known as the Modern Companies.  The order of precedence is used for processional occasions so it’s good 
to get to know faces that you’ll see again.  The variety of backgrounds and occupations is one of the things 
I’m enjoying about my new circle of friends.
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The Master’s Weekend was a wonderful opportunity to get to know more of our Past Masters, Liverymen and 
their better halves. Many people hadn’t visited Lyme Regis before, let alone gone fossil hunting.  Swimming 
in the sea before breakfast and organising a proverbial **ss up in a brewery were new ones on me, too.  
   

The Master’s Weekend - Lyme Regis 9 September

The Master’s weekend this year was in the stunning South coast town of Lyme Regis – well known for 
its old fossils (no jokes please).

Although Friday afternoon journeys were somewhat stressful this was quickly forgotten once checked 
in to our excellent hotel, The Alexandra, with lovely views to sea and harbour and aided by some 
delicious food and a couple of glasses of wine. Highlight of the first evening was the battle of the Chess 
Masters in the bar afterwards – although it transpired that only one was a actually a master of chess 
and discretion prevents the publication of the identity and age of the winner.

Day two brought a leisurely breakfast and an even more leisurely stroll to the artisan area of town with 
a tour of the flour mill and a local micro brewery, the Lyme Regis Brewery, for a tasting presided over 
by pension trustee turned brewer Richard Main. We were able to carry away some product afterwards 
and Richard was kind enough to provide a donated supply for drinking after the formal dinner later. 

After a casual barbecue lunch back at the hotel (hard pace this) we received a very entertaining 
tutorial on the local fossils from Chris and Paddy from the local museum – their enthusiasm has to be 
experienced to appreciate it. The Master presented a donation to the Trustee of the museum to help 
with a refurbishment program currently underway and the name of the WCoA will now feature as a 
supporter in the museum. Chris and Paddy then took us on an accompanied fossil hunt on the beach 
and several modest specimens were found and taken home as fond reminders of a special experience.

Welcome to Lyme Regis!
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Events

The formal dinner in the hotel (we had taken over the whole premises) was made less formal by our 
preparations for the Last Night of the Proms with a Red White and Blue Union Flag theme with bunting 
and flags aplenty. 

The food was excellent, the wine plentiful and the company entertaining. Technology intended to 
provide us with the closing singing at the Proms failed (including plan B), but the Consort showed his 
mettle by immediately leading the group in an unaccompanied rendition of the old standards (song 
sheets provided) and enthusiasm made up for any lack of talent in the group.     
 
The evening finished with multiple launches of Union Flag Chinese Lanterns from the lawn and sparklers 
to finish on what proved to be a balmy evening – no reports have been received of ships ablaze at sea 
at the time of writing.

Departure day saw the best weather – sun aplenty and a cooling breeze for walks to the Cobb and 
sandcastle building. 

David Tucker, Director of the Lyme Regis Museum receives 
our donation towards a display in the refurbished building
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Paddy enthusing us all  
at the ammonite graveyard

Up up and away! Celebrating  
the Last Night of the Proms

Chris tells tales of fossils old and new

The Master and others rose to the challenge laid down the previous night by former Lord Mayor Sir 
Roger Gifford to meet him on the beach for a swim.  Thankfully he also provided swimming trunks for 
Past Master Waddingham.  The more modest efforts of our swimming group coincided with the Lyme 
Splash – an open water swimming event to Charmouth which we were able to watch start from the 
comfort of the beach. Finally finishing with yet another fine meal after which most left for hopefully 
quicker journeys home than arriving.

Overall an excellent weekend which I’m sure all enjoyed.
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Events

Colour Me Actuary - 22 September

The ‘Colour Me Actuary’ social event gave everyone in attendance a whirlwind insight into an alternative 
career of fashion. Hosted by the Worshipful Company of Actuaries at a buzzing Staple Inn, we had all 
taken to heart the advice of Robert Hails to “wear something that you think suits you, and bring your 
own good sense of humour”!

The hall was bursting with colour as the evening started off splendidly with a reception to get everyone 
in the mood for exploring their perfect colours. Despite being more of a Saffron Monsoon type myself 
– leaving the fashion side of things to a mother who knows a lot about wearing colour well – even I was 
excited to be expanding my horizons. And hats off to the brave men in the room too, who, although 
outnumbered, were keen to learn top tips from the world of fashion.

My favourite top five tips of the night were:

1 Know which colours suit you best 
20% of clothes are worn 80% of time so it’s important to get this right. I had no idea there were so 
many shades of white, and I hadn’t appreciated how certain shades can turn individuals from looking 
fresh to insipid. 

Colour me actuary - the lads!
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2 Statement pieces are a must-have 
This is especially important when speaking and mixing at events so you don’t get lost in the crowd – 
unless that is what you want to do of course!

3 Colour can fool the eye up to four inches! 
To maximise your height, shorter people should wear one colour, ideally with shoes and a waistcoat 
that match your trousers. Clearly, for tall people the opposite applies; different colours are best and you 
should go for the half-and-half look.

4 Ladies come in lots of different shapes, but men only come in three 
And whatever your shape, always make sure your clothes fit well on your shoulders. After that, focus 
on bringing attention to the best parts of your body and just forget the rest!

5 Finally, everyone should own a leather skirt!
A fantastic evening was had by all, and no doubt everyone will have taken away their own top tips for 
improving their personal style and making their lives a little more colourful. A special thank you to Sally 
Bridgeland, our Master, who transformed Staple Inn on this occasion into a vibrant social venue.

Colour me actuary - the ladies!
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Events

Master’s Diary - Mid October

The abseil (my first ever) for the Lord Mayor’s Appeal 
went as well as could be expected. I can vouch for the 
fact that your Junior Warden was petrified, and he 
can do the same for me.  It was a very long way down. 
However, raising £11,000 for the Lord Mayor’s Appeal 
was a fanatic start to our city year.

I had the opportunity to relax afterwards at the 
Framework Knitters’ Mansion House Banquet in the 
evening.  The Master Framework Knitter is the first lady 
Master who’s the daughter of a past lady Master.

Many of the Livery Companies have their new Masters 
in October, ready for when the new Lord Mayor starts 
in office in November. I was the guest of the Chartered 
Accountants’ Company at their Installation Dinner 
earlier in the week and sat next to Peter Estlin - one 
of the two new Sheriffs who took office just before the 
election of the Lord Mayor on Michaelmas Day.  

The elections of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs are 
occasions when all the Masters line up in order and 
process down the Guildhall, and all members of the 
Livery are welcome.  It takes a while to work out what 
to say in the vote (“all”, “next” and “later”) but it’s a 
fantastic piece of pageantry.

That’s much better!

Don’t look down!
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Autumn Livery Dinner - Painter Stainers’ Hall 6th October

The Autumn Livery Dinner was held in the grand and artistic surroundings of Painter Stainers’ Hall on 
6th October.  Master Sally Bridgeland was delighted to introduce ten new members to the company 
and we all enjoyed the customary delicious dinner with fine wine.  

A particular treat was a private musical 
interlude from one of the Master’s 
favourite performers.  Award-winning 
acoustic guitarist Will McNicol took 
us on a virtuoso musical journey from 
Scotland to Zimbabwe via the United 
States of America – a performance 
which had to be seen as well as 
heard to appreciate the dexterity 
involved.  (There’s an extract from 
Will’s performance on Gerald Sharp 
Photography’s Facebook page which 
gives you a flavour of the music 
and the atmosphere.)  The music 
continued with Immediate Past Master 
Thompson back at the piano after a 
year’s absence to accompany us, with 
flair, for the traditional city grace and 
toasts before the evening’s speeches.  

Our new liverymen and freemen with the Master before the dinner

Master and Minstrel: guitarist Will McNicol
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Liveryman Ronnie Bowie welcomed the Company’s guests with humour, using Harry Potter language 
to pay tribute to our “pureblood” guest the Master Framework Knitter, the first Master who is the 
daughter of two past Livery Company Masters (a Farmer and a Framework Knitter).   His theme of 
genetics fitted the expertise of Sir John Chisholm, Chair of Genomics England, who spoke with humour 
and passion about his current involvement with the 100,000 genome project.  John’s story about a 
particularly moving case study offered hope for the huge potential benefits for diagnosis and treatment.  
This long term programme will also have an influence on the work of actuaries in the future, particularly 
those working in life insurance and healthcare.

Master Bridgeland shared her thoughts on life of a lady Master and the social and charitable programme 
for the Company’s year.  Not having any Master genomes in her DNA, Sally had hit the Livery learning 
curve by doing lots of homework - knowing the dress code, having some topics of conversation up your 
sleeve and writing prompt thank you letters. 

Sally closed the proceedings by touching on the research project being sponsored by CACT into the life 
expectancy of residents of Whiteley Village (one of the oldest retirement communities in the UK) which 
might provide important insights into wellness in old age.

A cheque for principal guest Sir John Chisholm
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Autumn Livery Dinner Speech Extract
I am enjoying being your Master and the new experiences it brings.

Last week, at the invitation of the Honourable Company of Air Pilots, I attended the Annual Sir 
Frederick Tymms Memorial Lecture at the Royal Aeronautical Society. Chris Martin, Chief Executive 
of Hybrid Air Vehicles spoke about Airlander. Which I learned is big (this point was made several 
times), that despite being filled with helium does not explode when it gets higher in the atmosphere 
(I can explain why) and that (as Master Air Pilot pointed out) looks like Thunderbird 2. 

There were not many women there, apart from a few other Lady Masters - there are about a dozen 
of us this year.  It’s fair to say that most in the reception afterwards did not share my fear of heights 
or anxiety about flying.  But I had decided that the best tactic would be to talk about my favourite 
aeroplane, perhaps the world’s favourite aeroplane.  My late father in law was a draughtsman and 
worked for British Aerospace, drawing the landing gear for Concorde.  He died early in 2003, just 
before Concorde’s retirement was announced.  

The Consort and I used the inheritance which he left us to fly back from New York on this wonderful 
machine, which looks more like Thunderbird 1.  It is a winner of a conversation topic amongst pilots, 
most of whom have travelled in the cockpit so can easily trump my stories (a good tactic).  None 
more so that Master Air Pilot (who has a striking resemblance to Scott Tracy) and who flew the 
beautiful aircraft for five years and has got the watch to prove it. 

Having something to talk about - organic farming and farm vehicles with Master Butcher and 
Master Farmer;

Wearing the right clothes - always covering your shoulders and, if in doubt, wearing a hat/tiara at 
Mansion House;   and 

Knowing which colours suit you and your surroundings (if silver and burgundy are good enough for 
Her Majesty in the portrait behind me, who am I to argue?).  

...all of these things help overcome the shy lady and (under the surface) introvert actuary who is 
somewhat bemused as to what I am doing here and how this all happened.  But still extremely 
honoured that I am and keen to be a good ambassador for our Company.

And I’m having fun.  The “Colour me Actuary” social event was hilarious. I don’t think the words “this 
is so much easier when you have a bosom”  have ever been heard in Staple Inn before (you really 
had to be there!). Thanks to those fearless men who joined us learning about my passion for colour.  

Sharing the actuarial passion for analysing longevity, I’m delighted to add my welcome to Peter 
Wilkinson, who is Chairman of the Trustees of the Whiteley Homes Trust. Whiteley Village is a 
retirement village in Surrey set up over 100 years ago to provide accommodation for elderly people 
in housing need. It has approximately 300 inhabitants living independently in cottages, 50 people 
in extra-care accommodation and a 120-bed residential and nursing home. CACT has provided 
funding for a research project, being carried out by the Actuarial Science department of CASS 
Business School at City University.  This has been testing the hypothesis that the life expectancy of 
Whiteley residents is greater than that of a comparable group from the general population, using 
data which Whiteley holds on every resident, past and present. It is hoped that this research will 
contribute to the national debate on the wellbeing of our ageing population. 
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Master’s Diary - Mid November

Our “Meet the Company” drinks went well and some of the guests of our newest members have already 
signed up to come along to our dinner in January.  A continuing stream of new blood into the Company is 
vital for our continued success so my thanks to those who invite new faces to our events.   

The second week of November is peak week for Masters and, as October is changeover month for many 
of the Livery companies, an opportunity to meet the new faces in my peers.  November weather provides 
the traditional opener in any conversation and we had a beautiful fresh day for the moving opening of 
the Garden of Remembrance at St Paul’s Catherdral on the Monday and persistent light rain for the 
Lord Mayor’s Show on the Saturday.  On the Friday, indoors, I enjoyed the perfect event for introverts 
at the Guildhall. The Silent Ceremony is when the new Lord Mayor is installed: the only words which 
are said are his very brief oath, with all the other exchanges and presentations completed in silence.   

All three events are beautifully choreographed, with military precision.    

Masters in line for the Garden of Remembrance
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Consort junior (aka Colin), Liveryman McWilliam (Emma) 
and I handed out hundreds of the actuarial profession’s 
“I love maths” badges at the Lord Mayor’s Show, often 
risking getting run over by the Farmers’ Company’s 
huge agricultural vehicles and having to run to overtake 
folk dressed as peas to catch up with the other Modern 
Company Masters.  The gold Routemaster bus provided 
a place to shelter and rest for tired little legs, but I can 
thoroughly recommend our Company brollies and was glad 
of my (much admired) pink flowery wellies. The number 
of people who line the streets is astonishing: their smiles, 
waves and happy faces provide all the warmth needed to 
stay the course.
  
Many Masters (modern and less modern) filled Staple Inn to 
capacity the following week for our annual Livery Lecture, 
supper and lively discussion.  John Kay used his wisdom 
and wit to draw lessons from history about the origins 
of insurance to challenge the basis of CDS contracts and 
the world of finance.  I thoroughly recommend his book 
“Other People’s Money” if you want to know more. Thanks 
again to Aon Hewitt for sponsoring this event.

Other Livery events this month have had a bit of an engineering theme with the Horner’s Company lecture 
on Nature-Inspired Chemical Engineering and the Engineer’s Company Banquet being two occasions which 
the Consort and I have enjoyed together.  Both our fathers were engineers - and our son is showing an 
engineering predisposition - so it was great to hear that engineering is prospering.  Master Engineer is one 
of our guests at our dinner in January: as fellow female Imperial College alumni we have a lot in common.

Masters’ eye view of the Lord Mayor’s Show
Cheapside eye view of  

the Masterial brolly and wellies

Our tribute to the fallen
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Livery Lecture - Staple Inn 17th November

Over 50 visiting livery company masters, several liverymen, guests of the Master and representatives 
of the sponsor assembled at Staple Inn on the evening of 17th November 2016 to listen to the 2016 
Livery lecture given by Professor John Kay CBE, the distinguished economist.

The lecture, entitled “Risk and Uncertainty in Finance and Business – an Annotated History”, took as 
its starting point the Great Fire of London, and four other related features of the latter part of the 
17th century, three of these being the introduction of coffee houses in Europe, a rise in gambling, and 
developments in probability theory. The fourth was the birth of insurance in the UK – both life, with the 
publication of the first life tables by John Graunt in 1676, and non-life, with the foundation of Lloyds 
of London in 1788.  At this point John said as an aside that his parents had wanted him to become an 
actuary, but a school holiday spent calculating surrender values at Scottish Widows had persuaded him 
otherwise.

John mentioned the interrelationship between gambling and insurance in the early years, and the 
introduction of the concept of insurable interest in the 18th century to try to separate the two. He also 
referred to the case of the Carbolic Smoke Ball Company, which advertised a product that was claimed 
to protect against influenza and offered a payment of £100 to any user who contracted the disease.  
In defending the claim by Mrs Louisa Carlill, who had caught flu after using the product as instructed 
but had been denied payment, the company argued that the advertisement constituted a wager and 
was therefore not legally binding. The judges disagreed, and so established an important legal principle 
which remained relevant until 2005, when gambling contracts became enforceable at law.

The rest of the lecture concentrated on more recent events, touching briefly on the LMX spiral before 
moving to the 2008 financial crisis. He referred to the concern expressed by Raghuram Rajan, chief 
economist of the IMF, in 2005 that the growing practice among financial institutions of taking risks 
involving a low probability of very large losses could have dramatic consequences, and the subsequent 
rejection of his views by the chairs of the Federal Reserve and its New York counterpart. He described 
the Abacus CDO transaction arranged by Goldman Sachs in 2007, which cost Royal Bank of Scotland 
$800 million and was described at the subsequent Senate hearing as “gambling – pure and simple”.

In closing, Professor Kay said that the main lessons from this history were that the distinction between 
gambling and insurance is worth making, and that modest amounts of gambling can facilitate markets, 
but when the main market becomes gambling with other people’s money there is the potential for 
catastrophic loss.

After dinner Professor Kay dealt ably with a wide range of questions from the audience, and added 
the conclusion that the world is fundamentally uncertain and we should not trust models that imply 
otherwise.
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Master’s Diary - Mid December

It’s been a month of learning. I have learned about cutlers, cadets and chocolate.  

Despite thinking I had little to learn about chocolate, at our social event William Curley gave an appetising 
introduction to cocoa and chocolate making which was exceptionally rich in facts and trivia. The Consort’s 
wine choices also proved very popular.  The best thing about hosting an event at home is that you have the 
challenge of dealing with the leftovers …  

The first week of December opened with the Sexcentenary service of thanksgiving for the Cutlers Company, 
with a reception afterwards at the Old Bailey.  The only company given their Royal Charter by Henry V, the 
service was held in the atmospheric surroundings of Saint Bartholomew the Great, a church already 350 
years old when the Cutlers were formed.

In a week of contrasts, Consort Junior and I experienced youthful enthusiasm at the Edmonton Sea Cadets’ 
“ship” in the grounds of a London Waste recycling plant.  Words fail me in expressing my delight and 
amazement in their achievements.  You can meet them at our Mansion House Banquet on 24th April.

I was also lost for words at our Carol Service last week.  The last time I’d sung with the London Welsh Chorale 
was when I was pregnant and they’d been my friends during a decade of IVF.  For them to meet Colin and 
his school choir and sing together was very emotional, as well as festive.  Choirs and actuaries doing the 
“Twelve Days of Christmas” with actions will be an abiding memory! It was a splendid evening enjoyed by all 
and ended with a blessing from Canon David Parrott, the Company’s Honorary Chaplain. 

Edmonton Sea Cadets on board their “ship”
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Chocolate Actuaries - The Master’s Residence 29th November

Our “Chocolate Actuaries” event was another chance for us to share in some of the Master’s passions.  
Having been warmly welcomed into the Master’s home, we were all excited to begin the tasting of 
chocolate, accompanied by some well-matched wines.

The Master’s favourite chocolatier, William Curley, talked us through the chocolate-making process 
from bean to bar.  As cocoa pods and cocoa beans were passed around to tales of the Aztec King 
Montezuma drinking 50 cacao drinks a day (he had to keep pace with his many wives somehow!) 
our taste buds tingled in anticipation.  Luckily for us, times have moved on somewhat, and unlike the 
Aztecs, ladies are now permitted to participate in the enjoyment of cocoa products! 

The tastings began with the raw ingredient - cocoa 
nibs - and then progressed onto various different 
chocolate blends created by William Curley’s preferred 
bean to bar artisan, Amedei.  We learnt how different 
species of cacao tree, and the locations in which they 
are grown, affect the taste characteristics of the end 
product.  Jumping forward to more modern times, 
we now all know the importance of patenting an 
innovative product or process.  Chocolate production 
would look very different if Joseph Fry had patented 
the process for creating the first chocolate in bar form 
in the mid-1800s.  We also have Rodolphe Lindt to 
thank for another major development in chocolate 
production – the conching process.  Legend has it 
that Mr Lindt mistakenly left his mixing machine on 
overnight to discover that the mixing had reduced the 
bitterness and gritty texture of the chocolate.

History, geography and botany lessons completed, we then started “cooking on gas” as William 
demonstrated the creation of flavoured ganache.  The first contained cream, chocolate and mint; a 
fresh, vegetal contrast to the second, dairy-free variety of dark chocolate and raspberry purée; a much 
richer flavour.  We then progressed onto the star creation of the night – a perfect sea salt caramel! 
A theatrical creation that steamed wildly as the ingredients were mixed: the Master looks on in the 
picture above.  

Finally, the words that everyone longed to hear: 
“Chocolate Buffet”.  William set out a stunning 
selection of his chocolatier delights, ranging from 
a delicate juniper and lavender pairing to a subtle 
heather honey delight and onto an unusual rosemary 
and olive oil creation.  It would have been rude not to 
try each one and, as we did our best, William gave us 
an insight into his career, beginning with a fateful day 
of deciding to join the culinary class at college due to 
the predominantly female demographic!
  

Master’s favourite: salted caramel

Master of Chocolate: William Curley
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Having completed college, his career began with an apprenticeship at Gleneagles Hotel, took him to 
The Savoy Hotel where he became the youngest Chef Patissier in its history and has led to numerous 
accolades including four times winner of ‘Britain’s Best Chocolatier by The Academy of Chocolate’.  
William achieved the Master of Culinary Arts by the Royal Academy of Culinary Arts. It is the highest 
accolade awarded to chefs in the UK.

We thoroughly enjoyed our tasting tour through the world of chocolate and I’m sure all attendees 
will join me in thanking the Master for hosting such an unusual and interesting event.  For those who 
understandably feel that they missed out, William Curley’s chocolates can be purchased at Harrods and 
come highly recommended!

The Chocolate Buffet ready for tasting!
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Master’s Diary - Mid January

Menus and music are where the Master is allowed some latitude for decision-making and, as a keen watcher 
of live music, I’ve been enjoying making the choices for our events.  At the top of our livery tree, our current 
Lord Mayor is also making the most of the opportunities afforded to him by playing a gig at St Paul’s 
Cathedral in aid of his charitable appeal.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank those of our company who’ve been generous in donating auction 
and raffle prizes for our main charitable event of the year. The Masquerade Charity Ball is on 8th February 
at the Underglobe and I should single out Alan Smith who’s been taking the bookings and sorting the table 
plan for a big thank you.  With over 200 guests this is no mean feat, and we had fun tasting the menu this 
month.    

There are many other city and livery events to look forward to this spring.  We are also getting involved in 
a new schools initiative, The Sheriff’s London Challenge, encouraging schools to think about and debate 
London’s priorities for the future.  We’ll be supporting the City of London School for Girls, where our 
Liveryman Clare James chairs the governors.  

Volunteers to come along to speak to actuarial science students about the world of actuarial work are 
always welcome at our university lectures.  The LSE lecture on 1st February may also carry some CPD hours 
as Steven Mendel FIA will present of the subject of “The effect of Brexit on the insurance industry (both life 
and non-life)”. 

Master’s Diary - Mid February

It’s been an amazing month with the Interlivery Skiing competition, our Winter Dinner (with Common Hall 
and Exhibition) and, most recently, our Masquerade Charity Ball to enjoy.  A mix of fellowship, fundraising 
and fun!

Having never skied a slalom course 
before I was rather apprehensive about 
the skiing, but the consort and I had a 
thoroughly enjoyable two-day break in 
the snow in Morzine.  Congratulations 
to our 200+ (total age) team of 
Salter, Hawkes and Leandro for their 
silver medal.  And all credit to Tony 
Leandro for being master of the scoring 
spreadsheet for the whole event.   
Thanks to outgoing team leader Court 
Assistant and (now) Junior Warden 
elect Fiona Morrison for twisting 
my arm to go along.  Thoroughly 
recommended!

The Winter Dinner at Goldsmiths’ 
Hall was every bit as splendid as I’d 
hoped, although the absence of our The Master in action! 
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principal guest through illness meant a bit of rejigging and 
rewriting of speeches last minute. Over an extended drinks 
reception our members and guests found out more about 
our work with The Royal Society, the Royal Institution, the 
Education Endowment Foundation, the Tower Hamlets 
Education Business Partnership and the Brokerage.

The Masquerade Ball was exhausting and rewarding in 
equal measure! A huge thank you to everyone who donated 
prizes, helped out and bid enthusiastically on the night.

It was also wonderful to have the opportunity to showcase 
three charities which support:

• the young and unloved - XLP
• the poor in crisis - Tearfund
• the old and lonely - Link Age Southwark

They all received £1000 from CACT as well as the proceeds from their auction prizes.

I have also represented the Company at a number of livery events - including as the guest of the Chartered 
Secretaries’ and the Marketors’ Companies - and supported our lectures to actuarial students. 

Collecting gold medals and  
the “wooden skis” trophy!

Silver medal but no teddy in the actuarially age- and sex-adjusted event
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Winter Livery Dinner – Goldsmiths’ Hall 26th January

Attendees at our first Livery Dinner of 2017 numbered nearly 170, possibly a record for the Actuaries’ 
Company. A magnificent venue, Common Hall and an exhibition showcasing educational projects 
supported by the CACT were no doubt all contributing factors.

We were privileged to dine in the 
splendour of Goldsmiths’ Hall, home to 
the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths, 
one of the Great Twelve Livery 
Companies, and the quality of the fare 
certainly matched the setting.
  
Over drinks before dinner we were 
able to view an exhibition about 
educational projects that our Company 
has helped and talk to those involved 
in the projects. They included work by 
the Royal Society, the Royal Institution, 
the Education Endowment Foundation, 
the Tower Hamlets Education Business 
Partnership and the Brokerage.

An inspirational exhibition of educational causes which CACT support

Fiona Morrison welcomes the guests  
in an all-female line-up of speeches 
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The Master took wine with four new Freemen and one new Liveryman, and also with our ski-ing 
team, which had recently returned with medals and the “wooden skis” trophy from the Inter-Livery Ski 
Competition.

Both before and during the meal we were brilliantly entertained by the outstanding violinist Simon 
Hewitt Jones, partnered and accompanied by Matthew Forbes on a variety of instruments.

In welcoming our guests, Court Assistant 
Fiona Morrison wittily compared them 
to the ‘Class of 2017’. Unfortunately 
our Principal Guest, Baroness Wolf of 
Dulwich, was indisposed, but Baroness 
Greengross of Notting Hill, a guest of 
the Master, generously stepped into the 
breach to address diners. She and the 
Master both spoke eloquently about the 
progress towards equality for women 
in business, particularly the actuarial 
profession, which they had seen over 
the course of their careers, but they also 
emphasised the need for more to be 
done. The Master presented our speaker 
with a cheque for Dogs for Good and 
drew a most enjoyable evening to a 
close with some final reflections on her 
chosen theme for her year of office, 
‘Resilience in Flexibility’.

Golden smiles for the Wooden Skis Trophy!

Musical interlude from Matthew Forbes  
and Simon Hewitt-Jones 



34

Events

Winter Livery Dinner Speech Extract

You’ll notice that our dinner this evening has an educational theme, as well as a more feminine flavour.  
It’s certainly the first time in your Company’s history that all three of those called to the microphone 
are women.  With one of my former Imperial College stats professors in our midst I wanted to say a few 
words about the dangers of a stats education, as well as some about the joys of being a woman in a 
man’s world.  Something which may in itself be educational to some of you, and of historic interest, or 
amusement, to others.

We use statistics to find patterns in data, make assumptions and make sense of life and the future.  It’s 
a human thing, simplifying our life to be able to make decisions.  We put things in boxes.  Actuaries are 
very skilled in doing this.  Mathematicians do this without even thinking.  But, real life isn’t in a box. And 
there are dangers in assuming that, just because it’s likely - probable, even - that it’s true.  Especially 
when you reduce your model down to the individual data point of a single human being.  

For example, when I was young, it was not generally believed that girls were good at maths.  Let’s 
not discuss why, but that’s the way it was.  It was a huge shock to my (male) teacher when I whizzed 
through the maths textbooks at my village primary school with such glee.  Glee was not his reaction 
when faced with pages of unrequested homework to mark.  He was irked, it’s fair to say.  And this led 
to my headmaster having a quiet word with my parents suggesting that it might be better for me to go 
to an all girls school, where it would be more okay to be rather good at maths. 

So I changed school and ended up at Imperial where I was still rather good at maths.  In 1984 I’d 
come top of my first year, much to my surprise, given that the 80% of the class who were men were 
all supposed to be better at maths than I was (and this is what I honestly expected).  As a result I was 
given the opportunity to do fluid mechanics research for ABB in Zurich in the summer holiday, following 
in the footsteps of a certain Jon Exley, who’d done the same work with the same supervisor the year 
before.   To help me along the way Imperial’s WIST (Women Into Science and Technology) even paid for 
my airfare.  It was to be one of the greatest learning experiences of my life. It recalibrated my scale of 
what chauvinism looked like and feminism felt like.

The only other women I met in Switzerland were secretaries, bank counter tellers, airline hostesses and 
administrative assistants.  That’s what women in Switzerland did until they married men ten years older 
than themselves and gave up work forever.  It was like going back in time.  The group of twenty-year old 
women that I met were hungry for change, unsurprisingly.  Women in Switzerland got the vote only in 
1973, just over a decade before I was there.

My supervisor honestly did not believe women could do maths.  This was not helped by the fact that 
the promising work carried out by my predecessor sadly didn’t lead to success, fame and fortune and 
a constant to describe vortices which he could name after himself.  Half way through my eight-week 
posting he finally stopped shouting at me, checked what I had been doing, and I was moved onto 
another project.  He was very angry with me and at me.

Thankfully, all was not lost.  Before I went to Switzerland one of my friends mentioned that his older 
brother said being an actuary was a good career choice for a mathematician.  I’d never heard of it so 
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had sent off for the bumph from the profession and took the leaflet “What is an actuary?” with me to 
Switzerland.  And the rest, as they say, is history.

As an actuarial trainee and later team leader, I struggled constantly: wanting to be successful but not 
really being motivated by the definitions of success which seemed to matter to my peers and bosses.  
I didn’t particularly care about chargeable hours or prestigious clients: I did care about client service, 
efficiency and developing my team.  Passionately.  I struggled with what’s now called “authenticity”.   I 
was difficult to place, difficult to promote, different.  But, although it was frustrating and confusing at 
the time - for me and my bosses - my real success has come from that difference, that struggle and 
thinking hard about what I wanted to be good at. 

So, what is diversity?  Or, more importantly, can a “stale pale male” think in a diverse way?  Can old dogs 
learn new tricks?  Of course they can.  The key is to be wary of hierarchies, assumptions and boxes.  Be 
flexible.  Be interested in individuals as individuals.  Be conscious of their experience and their biases, 
but be aware of and test your assumptions.  Broaden your experience by borrowing other people’s.  Let 
your daughters tell you how it is for them.  Mentor a woman.  Never be afraid to ask how you can help, 
because you always can help them be more authentic.  Tell them it how it is for you, without judging.  
Care about their happiness.

Against the then assumptions, I was a girl who was rather good at maths.   I may have been an outlier, 
but perhaps I was simply representative of the innate characteristics of my sex when nurtured with 
the right attention and education.  More recent decades of schoolgirls suggest the latter, with women 
succeeding alongside men, in the same way as men.  It’s why I’m still passionate about eduction bringing 
out the best in everyone whether it’s female mathematicians or creative, dyslexic sons.

Alison’s book the XX Factor shows that there are two types of women, right?  Educated ones who 
behave like men and less educated ones still chained to caring jobs and responsibilities, similar to their 
male counterparts in manual or labouring roles. Personally, I hope I’m still an outlier, looking for a way 
for both men and women to escape the boxes which can reduce choice and crush happiness.  It’s why I 
founded the charity Executive Shift to help senior folk work flexibly and think more flexibly about how 
their teams work.  To me, a flexible attitude is what’s key to a successful and resilient workplace and 
career.    

Our Livery is an amazingly diverse group of people.  Enjoy their experiences and forgive each other the 
assumptions that they make about you: it’s nothing personal, they just don’t know you well enough yet.  
Our Masquerade Charity Ball in a less than fortnight will be an opportunity to get to know the people 
behind the masks as well as raise money to support more educational projects and charities where 
actuaries are involved.   I hope our exhibition and this dinner has helped you get to know a little about 
the heritage, fellowship and educational and charitable work that powers the livery movement.  I hope 
to see you again soon.
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Master’s Charity Masquerade Ball - The Underglobe 8th February 

A splendid night – jollity, inspiration and good company in an amazing setting!

On 8 February, Master Sally Bridgeland welcomed over 200 liverymen and guests to the first ever 
Actuaries Masquerade Ball, in the Underglobe. A fantastic evening showcasing 3 heart-wrenching 
charities, with dancing, auctions and a mathematics teacher come stand-up comedian as the MC!  Sally 
herself looked splendid in a variety of masks – and an ever-changing hair colour (are wigs really part of 
masks?)

The Underglobe must be one of London’s 
unknown hidden gems – being exactly 
where it says it is, under the Globe 
Theatre.  We dined, socialised and danced 
in an atmospheric open space bejewelled 
for the evening with tables, candelabra, 
dessert and cheese buffet stations as 
well as displays about the charities.  First 
charity to present was XLP, whose aim is to 
identify, work with and channel youngsters 
who might otherwise find themselves 
getting sucked into gang wars, knife crime 
or worse into a better life.  One where 
they become self-aware and self-esteem 
replaces fear so they can flourish and act 
as beacons of hope. XLP were followed 
by Tearfund who perhaps need less 
introduction – except that they auctioned 
an evening with Will Torrent (Pastry Chef 
and Chocolatier) for £2000! And finally 
Link Age Southwark who support over 500 
isolated older people in south London. The 
Master’s theme of people in need of help 
– the young, the old and the poor – was 
very much to the fore.

In between times we were entertained by The Dance Equation – can you imagine they even got 
5 volunteers joining them as the danced equations and numbers – not so much number theory as 
number rumba! As for St Olave’s School Jazz band – over 20 youngsters performed big band sounds 
to match Count Basie, Ella Fitzgerald or even Benny Goodman!  Old Hat Jazz Band provided music 
to dance the night away. Throughout the evening dancing, chatting, eating and drinking gave us all a 
very happy and memorable event.  As if what I’ve described so far was not enough, there was a raffle, 
a silent auction, a game of heads and tails – and a full auction, with many prizes and lots generously 
donated by members the Company.  One of the lots  was to provide bursaries to support two six week 
paid internships kindly offered by St James’s Place Wealth Management. The Master certainly did not 
hold back in her endeavours and the evening raised around £25000.

We are grateful for the generous support of a number of sponsors in helping us to raise this magnificent 
sum - Royal London Asset Management, Milliman, Hymans Robertson, Darwin Property Investment 
Management, Barnett Waddingham, Invesco Perpetual, St James’s Place and Impax Asset Management. 

The Masked Master!
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The Masquerade Ball: our chairty fundraiser in the wonderful setting 

of The Underglobe at Shkespeare’s Globe
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Inter Livery Pancake Race - 17th February 

It could only happen in England. In [very many] years gone by, the start of Lent, with its religious origins, 
has been celebrated with a feast, usually pancakes. Lent remains an important milestone in the religious 
calendar for many but, for the runners and spectators at the Annual Inter-Livery Pancake Race, personal 
pride and the good name of their Livery Companies were at stake.

The Livery movement dates back 
centuries, participating in the 
governance of the City of London and 
ordinarily, the expectation is that Livery 
events are sedate, and respectful of 
tradition, all in the name of promoting 
a profession or trade, networking for 
Liverymen and doing charitable work.

Yet the Pancake Race is different, 
with distributed copies of Rules 
that adopt good practice in drafting 
formal documents, as well as a Risk 
Assessment to evaluate risks and to 
set out wise counsel to the vulnerable 
for mitigation. At first sight, it all 
seemed over the top, but once the 
race heats commenced and experience 
data accumulated on rates of fall and 
injury, the rumoured refusal by the 
Worshipful Company of Insurers to 
arrange accident cover seemed quite 
plausible.

The actuaries team comprised Master 
Sally Bridgeland, Charles Cowling, 
Kartina Thomson and (competing in 
the fancy dress section) Graham Jung. 
Happily, all came through injury-free. 
Graham won his heat, but faster times 
in other heats cost him a place in the 
final. Very creditably, Kartina made it 
to the Ladies final.

Typical of grand sporting events, a commentator bellowed platitudes through the PA system, as 
competitors – many in full regalia – progressed around the course, at as high a pace as their limbs and 
respiratory powers could tolerate. “There’s been a catastrophe!” he screamed. In fact, a pancake had 
fallen out of the pan, albeit damaged irreparably.

Passing tourists looked on, bemused. It could only happen in England.

The Master not taking things too seriously!
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Livery Swimathon - 2nd March 

The Inter Livery Swimathon, which was first conceived  more than 25 years ago, was held at its usual 
venue, RAC Epsom, on 2nd March. 

This event is described as ‘a fundraiser, not a competition’ and a number of Livery Companies enter a 
swimming team. Each team must swim a total distance of 5000 metres in the RAC pool in 2 ½ hours; 
generally a team is made up of five swimmers.

Regular participants, the Actuaries’ team was slightly down in strength of numbers this year, with four 
swimmers: Sally Bridgeland (the current Master), Petrea Simmons, who has been the organiser for the 
last few years, plus regular swimmers Bill Harris and Jay Stewart.

Master Sally had not taken part in the swimathon before but said “it was a great example of Livery 
Companies enjoying some friendly rivalry, competing in the task of swimming and raising money 
for charity”. She admitted that Petrea, Bill and Jay did the lion’s share of the swimming but she was 
“delighted to be part of it and it got me back into the swimming pool, with my son Colin a very keen 
coach supporting from poolside”.

The main recipient of donations in respect of the WCoA team was the Company of Actuaries’ Charitable 
Trust – more than £1,000 was raised for the CACT (including Gift Aid).  In addition sponsorship was 
raised for the Lord Mayor’s Appeal 2017  which this year focussed on music charities (Music in Hospitals, 
St Paul’s Cathedral Music Outreach and LSO Discovery Programme).
 

Time for a pancake!
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The swim is followed by an informal dinner at the RAC Club.  Sally and Colin were not able to stay as 
Colin needed to be fresh for school the next day. 

10 Pin Bowling Tournament - All Star Lanes 9 March 

The Worshipful Company of Actuaries held its ninth annual ten-pin bowling event at the All Star Lanes 
in Holborn, London, on 9th March 2017.  

Five teams of three bowlers competed for the (rather large and extremely heavy) trophy. 

Scoring was a respectable level all round with all teams exceeding 250 points. The clear winners were 
Exactval’s “Three Blind Demolition men” with an impressive 404 points. Unfortunately for them, they 
only had two bowlers and so had to be disqualified. 

This left the way clear for Swiss Re’s “Size 16 balls” who won the trophy for a third time with a score of 
334. Congratulations to Amit Patel, Graeme Law & Joe Paul. 

There was keen competition for both best and worst scores – with “Masters – Past, Present & Future” 
eventually bottoming out with 251 points. In past years, this would have seen them mid-table, but only 
good enough for the wooden spoon this year.  

Petrea, Bill and Jay at the end of their well-earned post-swim dinner
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The remaining teams were closely matched. Second were the imaginatively named “Towers Willis 1” 
with 299 and third was Swiss Re’s “AC me rollin’” with 257.

Top individual scorers were Amit Patel (150) and James Teasdale (145) and Bill Harris (129).  Bill 
presented the team trophy to Amit Patel – who promptly broke it. I’m sure it’ll be good as new by next 
year…

Master’s Diary - Mid March 

The usual riot of Masterly activity has been tinged with sadness and disappointment this month.  Having 
presented Past Master Jeremy Goford with our Award of Honour at my installation dinner, I am particularly 
sad that he won’t be there at the end of my year.  As the Consort said “he was one of your earliest supporters”: 
I’ll miss his cheeky style of provocation.

Looking on the bright side, I was delighted to welcome six new Liverymen in a ceremony at the Guildhall 
which gave me an opportunity to witness their City Freedom ceremonies, too.  It was also the occasion of 
our first Liveryman taking the Freedom of the City of London, and our Livery, by patrimony. 

Dropping my pancake in the Master’s race in Guildhall Yard on Shrove Tuesday was a bit of a blow, although 
the whole team had great fun and thanks to Cherry Chan for capturing it all on camera … rather too vividly!

Swiss Re’s “Size 16 Balls” win the 10 Pin trophy
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No pictures are available of the Inter-Livery swimathon, 
thankfully.  I managed to complete 600m, less than I’d 
hoped (although more than any past Master, I’m told), 
which means the rest of the team made up the difference.  

Our team from the City of London School for Girls (COLSG) 
were sadly not selected to go through to the final of the 
Sheriffs’ Challenge at the Old Bailey No 1 Court later this 
month, but I’ll be going to watch and take notes for next 
year as I hope this will become an annual event.  

I represented the Company at events run by the 
Architects, Tax Advisors, Painter-Stainers and Scriveners.  
I also travelled to Edinburgh for the Institute and Faculty 
of Actuaries’ Council meeting on the day of storm Doris, 
and made it back.  For me, the highlight of the month was 
the launch of the CASS research which we sponsored on 
longevity at Whiteley Village. Our City of London School for Girls 

team on stage...

...and with Sheriff Peter Estlin in the first round of the Sheriffs’ Challenge
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Master’s Diary - Mid April 

Like busses, things have been coming 
in threes this month.  Three quarters 
of my way through my year as Master I 
have relished three courses to taste for 
our banquet, three events at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, three new Freemen and 
three Livery Company Masters who are 
now qualified actuaries.  

There were also three judges (two (lady) 
high court judges and a Sheriff) at the 
Sheriffs’ Challenge final in Number 1 
Court of the Old Bailey.  The London 
Academy of Excellence from Stratford 
were the worthy winners, supported 
by the Worshipful Company of World 
Traders. 

St Paul’s Cathedral was the scene of  
the 500th anniversary of the Company 
of Carmen and the wonderful Gala 
Concert with the Lord Mayor himself 
raising the roof with the amazing Saint-
Saëns Organ Symphony.   Finally, after 
the United Guilds Service, I was mobbed 
by tourists wanting photos - captured 
on iPhone by the Consort. 

At our Court lunch on 5th April we welcomed three new freemen, a dozen visiting Masters and three 
actuaries who are current Masters of Livery Companies: Peter Tompkins was our host at Wax Chandlers’ 
Hall, and is their current Master; Clare James had been installed the previous evening as Master Fletcher; 
and yours truly.  Both Peter and I spoke about the benefits of diversity to the Livery movement.   

I represented the Company at events run by the Chartered Accountants, Wheelwrights, Carmen, Wax 
Chandlers and World Traders.  There were three other opportunities to meet my fellow Masters at the 
Modern Livery Companies dinner at Brewers’ Hall hosted by the Information Technologists, the Lord Mayor’s 
Mansion House Banquet for the Livery Companies, and the Big Curry Lunch!

But Brexit has a lot to answer for.  The latest news about our Mansion House Banquet on 24th April is that 
the 27 (3 to the power of 3) EU ambassadors are having a City dinner at the Guildhall that evening and 
the Sheriffs have been dispatched to host them.  The Lord Mayor has chosen to dine with us so I hope he 
doesn’t regret it!

A tourist attraction after the United Guilds Service
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Speech extract from 5th April Court Lunch

I’d like to add a few words about diversity and inclusion.  Or indeed how inclusion gives you a 
greater range of role models and how that flexibility on what makes a Master or a Liveryman 
gives a Livery Company resilience, long life and happiness.  

You might expect this because I’m the first Lady Master of the Actuaries Company.  And your 
expectation gives me a responsibility.  One which I have tried to live up to in the first three 
quarters of my year.  Sometimes that responsibility feels odd.  When I first became a team leader 
in my twenties, the only older actuary lady in my department told me that I would be a role 
model to those both inside and outside our company, whether I liked it or not.  Some are born 
role models, some achieve that status and some have it thrust upon them.

As the first BP Group Leader working part-time, back in 2012 I was asked to say a few words 
at the start of the diversity and inclusion training which all group leaders and senior managers 
were required to attend. Here’s one of the more enlightening exercises that we did on the day:  
Think of a position where you’ve been in a minority and find three words to describe how it felt.  

I got my notebook and pen ready and scribbled away.  In terms of gender, I hadn’t been in a 
majority since I was at school.  And my three words to describe how I feel about being in a 
minority are: Entertaining, enjoyable and (above all) normal.

If you are in a minority it is easier to remember your individuality but it’s something we can and 
should all celebrate.

I’m delighted welcome another dozen of my fellow Masters here today.  We are all Masters 
and we are all different - different from each other and different from the members of our 
Livery in ways which matter to us.  We are all role models, whether we like it or not, our foibles, 
our attitudes and our differences are noticed and enjoyed by our members.  Our differences 
attract a greater diversity of new members to join us, which can only be a good thing for the 
livery movement.  I encourage you to relish and enjoy the differences which you have from your 
Liverymen and your predecessors, whatever they may be, secure in your position as Master of 
the group.  Members of your Company will be inspired to do the same, confident in the sense of 
belonging and fellowship which the Livery provides.   

I’d particularly like to welcome Clare James and Peter Tompkins. We all like and make a living 
from statistics. We are all actuaries and having three qualified actuaries as Masters of Livery 
Companies at the same time is a first and a statistic which is a source of pride for our profession.   
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Master’s Diary - Mid May 

Things have not gone entirely to plan since I last wrote.  Most of you will have picked up that our house was 
broken into while we were taking a break at Easter and the Master’s badge was in the safe that was lowered 
out of a first floor window wrapped in my son’s duvet (along with my jewellery and watches).  No news and 
no expectation of recoveries, sadly, but a new badge is currently under construction we hope in time for 
Nick Dumbreck’s Installation Dinner on 6th July. 

Looking on the bright side, the prospect of an insurance claim at least gives me hope of enjoying my passion 
for silver, inspired by the brilliant work, humility and enthusiasm of silversmith Clive Burr, who amazed all of 
us at “Silver Actuaries!” at the V&A museum. You can see his work on his website and begin to understand 
why.  On the dark side, our logistics were somewhat scuppered by the launch party for the Pink Floyd 
retrospective exhibition which opened this weekend, but the music (and cake) were some compensation. 

I can’t look backwards without mentioning our 
musical Mansion House banquet.  The official 
photos are on Gerald Sharp’s Website here and 
depict both the fun and the formalities of being a 
Master.  My son Colin defending (or is it attacking?) 
my mother with a fork during the loving cup is 
hilarious. 

I must give a special mention to the Information 
Technologists’ Company, number 100 in the order 
or precedence (or 4 if, as they sometimes do, you 
prefer binary) who celebrated their quarter-century 

Dressed for the Information Technologists Silver Anniversary  
with their Master and the Master Butcher

Young Master Bridgeland defends his Grannie 
during the Mansion House loving cup
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on May the 4th with a catalogue of Star Wars gags in the Lord Mayor’s speech.  With a guest list of over 
700, including 83 current Masters, this event at the Guildhall took some beating.

Events

I also represented the Company at events run by the Watermen and Lightermen, Air Pilots, Wax Chandlers 
and Brewers (with beer for the Loving Cup and Loyal Toast) Livery Companies.    Although unexpected purdah 
meant that the Chancellor was unable to face judgement at the annual Trial of the Pyx at Goldsmiths Hall, 
he was talking to our script about the value of a maths education at the Science Museum at a very special 
breakfast event in the wonderful Winton Mathematics Gallery.  This new permanent gallery is designed to 
help everyone share our enthusiasm for the maths all around us.

The London Mathematical Society’s Spring Reception 
was an opportunity to talk to some of those who are 
very influential in shaping maths education, and to take 
some pride in the research and educational initiatives 
which we have supported.   Our sponsorship meant 
that the Royal Institution’s Maths Masterclasses for 
older school children reached Manchester and Heriot 
Watt universities for the first time this month.

My trips out of London took me to our Master’s Golf Day 
and Warwick University for chatting and presenting 
prizes.  A Livery regular also took place this week in 
Bart’s Hospital View Day where Masters gathered for 
a service in St Bartholomew’s Church before a visiting 
the cardiac and cancer treatment centres in their new 
wing.   

A chance to visit the wonderful Winton Gallery before  
the crowds and with the Chancellor

Presenting the CACT prize  
at Warwick University
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Last, but not least, the huge turnout at the thanksgiving and memorial service for Past Master Goford was 
the best tribute to his influence on our profession, our Company and the Livery movement.  I am delighted 
that his widow Jane has joined us as a Companion of the Company

Annual Mansion House Banquet - 24th April 

Two hundred and fifty-two Liverymen, Freemen and guests joined the Company’s first lady Master, 
Sally Bridgeland, in the splendour of the Mansion House’s Egyptian Hall for a banquet on 24 April.  The 
Edmonton Sea Cadets, whose unit is supported by the Company, provided a “carpet guard”. Prior to 
dinner over a welcoming glass the guests were entertained by the guitarist Will McNicol.  

A fanfare of trumpets welcomed the Master and principal guests into the hall.  Four harpists from 
the Guildhall School of Music, provided a musical background before dinner, although the animated 
conversation of the diners nearly drowned them out.  Past Master Thomas’s widow, Jo Emms, presented 
Ordinary Cadet Michelle Herald with the Robert Thomas Cadet of the Year award.  The Master then 
presented a cheque to Lt. Mark Jones, the commanding officer of the Sea Cadets, welcomed Miss Jane 
Arkle as a Companion to the Company and wished liveryman Stewart Lyon well for his 91st birthday 
later in the year.  Ninety-one being a special number for the Company as it is 91st in precedence.

Jo Emms presents the cup to an inspirational cadet
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After an excellent dinner, the Master proposed 
the loyal toast followed by an all too brief 
stunning performance by the harpists.  The 
Master, moved to tears by the music, welcomed 
the guests to the dinner and proposed a toast to 
the Lord Mayor and City of London Corporation.  
The Master described her approach to her role 
as being one where she did what feels right 
to her and not to be bound by protocol.  She 
described how she uses music to relax and 
recharge her batteries.  She praised the Royal 
Institution’s Maths Masterclasses and then 
presented cheques to the Lord Mayor for his 
Appeal Fund and Mansion House Scholarships.

The Lord Mayor, Alderman Andrew Parmley, 
then thanked the Master for her enthusiasm 
and welcomed everyone to his two hundred 
and fifty year old tied cottage.  He apologised 
for the absence of his sheriffs.  They were doing 
their duty at a dinner for the twenty seven EU 
ambassadors, which he hoped would help the 
UK in its Brexit negotiations.

Sea Cadets on duty

Son and Mother master the loving cup
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Liveryman Jane Curtis then welcomed the guests and explained that the Company had been dining 
here every year since it was established in 1979.  The dinner was originally called the “Ladies Dinner” 
because then, as now, it is the only dinner to which liverymen may bring their spouses.

Sir John Eliot Gardiner responded.  
His themes were flexibility and 
resilience.  He spoke about how 
uncertainty in politics put stress 
on both arts and science, which 
he described as the fertile frontier 
of resistance.  He illustrated this 
by with the examples of Goya 
and Beethoven, both of whom 
suffered with deafness and died in 
1827.  Both were revolutionaries 
in their respective arts but also 
through their art politically.  Sir 
John Eliot closed his speech 
with the toast to the Company.  
The master responded and the 
evening came to a close.

The Lord Mayor receives our cheque for his appeal

Four harpists from the Guildhall School played Widor, Bach and Brubeck
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51The Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress and our officers and guests at the Mansion House
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Mansion House Banquet Speech Extract

The Lord Mayor’s themes of Educate, Support and Inspire are the life blood of the Livery movement: 
something that you appreciate fully only when you become the Master and see more of what other 
Companies do.  And which makes me proud of what we have achieved.  

I hope our mini-exhibition at our Winter Dinner at the lovely Goldsmiths’ Hall helped more of our 
members share in that sense of achievement which those of us who have served as Education 
Committee members and Trustees of our charitable trust have enjoyed in recent years.  It was a 
showcase of those of our Company’s activities which educate, support and inspire future actuaries 
in a variety of ways.  I’m particularly delighted that our support of the Royal Institution’s Maths 
Masterclasses has broadened to running a workshop in each of Manchester and Herriot-Watt 
universities to extend the reach of inspiration which they offer to prospective actuaries who find 
maths in school less than challenging.

Some of you may also have met the team from the Brokerage at the exhibition.  I’m delighted to 
announce that the Trustees have since agreed to support their “Maths in the City” initiative.  Using 
roles in financial services as a model, Maths in the City allows students aged 14-18 to link the 
maths taught at school to the maths of the working world.  The programme includes exercises in 
team working, networking and working alongside volunteers on case studies which link business 
scenarios to the GCSE or A-level curriculum.  Helping children see how class work translates to 
real work is vital in inspiring them to discover and take bold steps with their own lives and careers, 
something which the Brokerage has been successful in doing with children from the East End of 
London who simply haven’t met “city” people in their friends and families.  

The Lord Mayor’s Appeal supports the LSO Discovery programme, which Colin and I certainly enjoyed 
when he was very young, St Paul’s Cathedral Music Outreach and Music in Hospitals.  Of course 
our own Geoffrey Heywood Awards support maths outreach from excellent maths schools to less 
wealthy ones.  However, we haven’t yet tried Maths in Hospitals, although maybe our formidable 
Bridge players could put their minds to that idea.

While I may try to stretch the parallels between music and maths a bit too far, the Actuaries do seem 
to enjoy the musical part of Livery life more than some other companies and, with my successor’s 
fondness for opera, that seems set to continue. I am also looking forward to attending more concerts 
when Nick takes on the mantle and our tickets are booked through to June 2018, after having had a 
year’s break. It’s the way I relax and recharge. It’s an inspiration and triggers emotions in ways which 
I don’t fully understand.

The Widor Toccata which we heard just now is the music which the Consort and I would have liked 
to walk down the aisle to, nearly 26 years ago: Sadly the village church organ wasn’t up to it. My 
mum’s mate Jenny wasn’t up for playing it, either!   (Hello mum!)

It’s difficult to find words to describe the emotions which I felt when I first saw and heard the music 
being performed by four harps on You Tube.  It was certainly joy.  With a dose of delight and wonder.  
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And pure admiration. I tracked down and emailed the composer Steven Seigart immediately and 
ten minutes and a only few dollars more later, I had the music.  I wanted to try it here tonight as a 
small thank you to our Lord Mayor for his inspiration to me this year, working on the perhaps rash 
assumption that he hasn’t taken the opportunity to have an organ installed in the Egyptian Hall 
while he’s been in residence.      

The performance will be one of my highlights of the year.  And I know dad will have enjoyed the Take 
5 as much as I did. (Hello dad!)

The musical event of the year, known in our household as “The Lord Mayor Rocks”, was our host’s 
gala performance on 14th March in St Paul’s Cathedral.  I’m sure my thank you letter got lost in the 
bags of fan-mail which ensued.  It was perhaps a protocol error to write a letter to a Lord Mayor with 
the words “YOU ROCK!” In capital letters.  But it was what I felt and also inspired an organist friend 
of ours to make a generous donation to our charitable trust.

It’s difficult to imagine the hardship and suffering of those in Syria who will benefit from John Eliot’s 
donation from our charitable trust to Sryia Relief.  The aftermath of chemical warfare and more 
recent hostile attacks have left many wounded and orphaned, with poor water and sanitation. It 
does bother me that those who kill and maim, for whatever reason, are so detatched from their 
fellow humans that they don’t see them as other people with friends and families. I missed the 
Requiem to Aleppo fundraiser at Saddlers Wells last night but know that music, like maths, is a 
universal language that can transcend some of the world’s barriers.   Maths, however, perhaps 
doesn’t have the ability to sooth souls and release emotions which might perhaps promote peace.  

Music also seems to be beneficial therapy for those suffering from Alzheimer’s.  The coming together 
for a concert or a sing-song has I’m sure contributed to the improvements in longevity experienced 
by residents at Whiteley Village.  The research sponsored by our charitable trust showed that living 
in a retirement village bumped up longevity of those in the lowest socio economic group to the 
equivalent of the highest quartile.  

Being welcoming, educating, supporting and inspiring others are actions which our Livery and our 
Lord Mayor hold dear.  Actions which will be vital in securing the future of London, and indeed 
Britain.
  
Thank you again to our host The Lord Mayor and The Lady Mayoress, and to everyone at Mansion 
House for the efforts you have gone to to make the evening a success.  Thank you for welcoming 
three generations of my family here tonight.  It’s an enormous privilege and treat to be here together.  
I’m still pinching myself.
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Silver Actuaries - Victoria & Albert Museum 12th May

Silver is one of the Master’s true passions and late Spring, we joined her at the Silver Speaks exhibition 
at the Victoria & Albert Museum to share in her love of shiny things.  Aptly, the exhibition was also 
supported by our friends at the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths and the Arts Council England. The 
evening also had a little bit more sparkle than we planned for, as a few hundred people turned up at the 
same time as us, but to see Bono at the Pink Floyd exhibition running concurrently.

Eric Turner, curator at the V&A, started the evening 
with an insightful introduction into the 18 very special 
objects that form the Silver Speaks display. One of the 
highlights on display was the latest commission by the 
Silver Trust, a truly modern, botanical masterpiece by 
Junko Mori which will end its journey in 10 Downing 
Street.   

Through his work, Eric had also met the late designer, 
David Mellor, who inspired the work of many 
contemporary silversmiths. Eric’s personal insight 
into this remarkable man was a real highlight, as we 
learned how diversity truly works in practice.  Indeed, 
David Mellor, well known for designs like his Embassy 
cutlery, had applied his skills to design many traffic 
system elements we see every day, such as traffic lights 
and bus stops. Precision was a core, and transferable 
skill, making us wonder if - as actuaries - we could 
also learn from some of the greatest Silversmiths of 
all time. 

We learned how British silversmithing continually, and 
successfully, reinvents itself to gain wider appeal and 
remain relevant today.  Many beautiful pieces were on 
display, including a magnificent ‘Ice Windows’ by Clive 
Burr (www.cliveburr.co.uk), inspired by his childhood 
memories at the seaside, and ‘pillow’ cutlery by Angela 
Cork (www.angelacork.co.uk) - a true ‘labour of love’ 
that was perfectly balanced and smooth when held 
in your hand.  More unusual pieces on display were 
designed to open up your imagination.   

Following the drinks reception, we were particularly 
lucky.  Clive and Angela gave us their personal insight 
into some of magical pieces they have designed 
over their careers, from inspiration to completion.  
We had the opportunity to touch first hand many 
prototypes as well as the finished article, tracking 
their development from early concept to conclusion.  

Phenomenal craftsmanship creating a sparkling night to remember!

Events

Pink Floyd cake - tea at the V&A 
before Silver Actuaries

Silver Speaks: the V&A exhibition
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Visit to Guernsey - 18th June

Liveryman Pat Merriman was the only lady 
amongst the founding Liverymen of our 
Company. She was also the first boss of Master 
Sally Bridgeland.  Pat has lived in Guernsey 
for many years and is now 91. As we are the 
91st Company in precedence, it seemed logical 
for the Master to organise a birthday lunch in 
Guernsey in honour of the occasion.

Eleven people including six actuaries sat down 
to an excellent Italian meal in Da Nello, near 
the harbour. Much reminiscing took place and 
the Master presented Pat with a card signed 
by many members of the Court, as well as a 
special 91st birthday word picture designed and 
commissioned by the Master herself. Pat was 
delighted by the occasion and was very pleased 
that we had recognised her achievements in this 
way.

Founder member Pat Merriman celebrates her 
91st birthday

Actuaries listen - to the curator of Silver Speaks
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LIverymen and readers will be saddened to note that this was Pat’s final social occasion as she died 
later in the summer. She will be missed by so many people, particularly in Guernsey where her tireless 
work in residential property, which continued through to her final year, benefitted many local residents. 
She remains an inspriration.

Brigantes Breakfast 

In 2014 Past Masters Charles Cowling and Adrian 
Waddingham teamed up with Past Master Baker David 
Bentley and Past Master Plumber Nick Gale to form the 
“Brigantes” – an informal association of Liverymen of the 
City of London with northern connections. The Brigantes 
were the pre-Roman tribe covering the whole of northern 
England and southern Scotland, and the name was chosen 
to overcome any partisan white/red rose issues.
 
The first event was a lunch – called for alliteration the 
“Brigantes Breakfast” – held in Manchester in 2015 when 
over 200 attended. The following year we met at Cutlers 
Hall in Sheffield when over 300 attended the Brigantes 
Breakfast. In July this year 420 people from 84 Livery 
Companies attended the third Breakfast in St George’s 
Hall in Liverpool. The Lord Mayor himself, Lancastrian 
Dr Andrew Parmley joined us, and the other guests 

The celebratory 91st birthday lunch in Guernsey for Pat Merriman
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included The Lord Lieutenant of 
Merseyside, Dame Lorna Muirhead, 
the High Sheriff of Merseyside 
Stephen Burrows, The Bishop of 
Warrington the Right Reverend 
Richard Blackburn, and the Lord 
Mayor of Liverpool Councillor 
Malcolm Kennedy. Musical 
entertainment included organist Dr 
John Ridgeway-Wood playing the 
magnificent organ in the Hall, the 
band “Six in a Bar” and inevitably 
George Formby with his little stick 
of Blackpool rock.
 
The Brigantes also meet for a supper 
and carol service each December at 
a northern Cathedral. This year’s 
service is held at York Minster on 
December 15th with supper in 
Merchant Adventurer’s Hall.
 
The fourth Brigantes Breakfast will be held at The Royal Armouries in Leeds on May 25th 2018. We 
hope that once again the Actuaries will be well-represented. 
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Master’s Diary - Mid June

It’s astonishing that, when I’ve spent one week on a school trip to Hadrian’s Wall, and another on half term 
in Cornwall, that there’s so much to reflect on this month!  

The day after my previous newsletter we attended the Garden Party at Buckingham Palace.  Following a top 
tip from another Master, I arranged a lunch for other Masters attending on that date.  We had a group of 19 
in the Rubens Hotel, complete with morning dress and hats, as a prelude to enjoying the gardens on what 
turned out to be the only dry afternoon (weather wise!) in a rather soggy week. 

You shall go to the ball - 
Mastermobile on the Mall On guard in the gardens

Her Majesty taking her time to talk to guests
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June is the culmination of the Livery year, 
with a weekend away - a museum-a-thon in 
Ironbridge, the birthplace of the Industrial 
Revolution and a World Heritage Site.  The 
only item of business is for the Masters of 
the year, and their Consorts, to create and 
form Associations to keep in contact with 
the friends we have made in our year.  
 
As 2017 is a prime number, my group 
are calling ourselves the Prime Masters. 
Needless to say Master Actuary was asked 
to give her blessing on this particular name. 
The consorts have not yet finalised their 
name, Primadonnas and Primates having 
been rejected!   

Over 80 joined me for our annual “Clerk’s 
Dinner” at the Royal Institution the day 
after the Ironbridge Weekend.  This dinner 
is an opportunity for those who’ve been 
particularly involved in the Company’s 
work over the year to have a dinner with 
their spouses and raise a glass to the Clerk. 

This month I also represented the Company 
at events run by the Companies of Carmen, 
Drapers, Glass Sellers and the Guild of 
Entrepreneurs. Masters on tour in Ironbridge

Where did you get that hat?  Ironbridge with 
the Consort and Master Insurer An appropriate sign in Ironbridge
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Clerk’s Dinner - 12th June

On a wonderful (pre heatwave) summer’s evening, Court Assistants, Past Masters, office holders and 
partners met for a dinner to show appreciation for the support of our Clerk Lyndon Jones.

The venue for this occasion was the fascinating Royal Institution and first was an opportunity to visit 
their exhibition - the highlight being a reconstruction of Faraday’s laboratory of the 1850s. Two hundred 
years of scientific discovery illustrated by the hand made equipment used along the way - humbling 
for those of us used to technology available with a few mouse clicks, and all built on their genius and 
invention.

On then to a gathering for pre-dinner drinks - along the way a glimpse of the famous lecture theatre 
before a short, but fascinating, presentation from Dominique Sleet on the history of the Ri and the 
building with particular references to Faraday and Davey - perhaps their most famous members. Also 
an update on the growth of the Maths Masterclasses supported by CACT, originally for 13-15 year 
olds, but now able to be extended to 16-17 year olds and into the regions (already at Manchester and 
Herriot-Watt universities). These Saturday workshops explore subjects outside the GCSE syllabus to 
enthuse and capture the imagination of like minded young people - some of whom might one day join 
the Actuaries’ Company!

The impressive and historic surrondings of The Royal Institution: Science Lives Here
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Excellent catering by the Ri and their team put everyone in the mood for the toasts and speeches. 
Short, but sweet and on this occasion enlivened by the Clerk declaring himself delighted to be serving 
as our Master - the audience reaction left him in no doubt of his slip of the tongue. Perhaps it was 
understandable - this event had proved so popular that the Master had nobly volunteered to eat 
outside the room which was full to capacity - our Clerk obviously needs closer supervision!

Finally carriages and memories of an entertaining and informative event in one of the most interesting 
venues we have dined at.

The Consort’s Tour de Vin – 20th June

In the evening of a very hot day in June 2017, approximately thirty Liverymen and guests sat down 
in the smart surroundings of the Don restaurant in the City for an event organised by the Consort, 
Michael Bridgeland, entitled “Tour de Vin”.

Although the event had been billed as an evening of talk about cycling with wine tasting, it quickly 
became apparent that it was an evening of wine tasting themed around the wine regions through 
which the Tour de France 2017 was due to pass. This seemed to be extremely acceptable to the 
attendees, who set about their educational task with gusto. We did wonder whether the event qualified 
for Professionalism CPD.

PS Although the Master dined in the ante room at the Clerk’s Dinner she had the 
opportunity to enjoy the splendour of the  Ri’s hospitality later in the year
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Our wine expert for the evening was Sebastien Benne, an independent wine consultant, who guided 
us expertly through the six stages of this evening’s Tour de Vin. We started in North Germany with a 
fine Riesling, and moved through several areas of France with a further white wine and three red wines, 
finishing with a glass (or was it two?) of champagne. We were asked at each stage to guess the retail 
prices of the wines and were surprised to learn that these varied from £11 to £65 a bottle. On the way 
we learnt about different types of yeast and the merits of wines from smaller producers rather than the 
large brand names. We also learnt about different grapes, and certainly Mourvèdre was a new one to 
many of us.

The evening also included a raffle in aid of CACT, and the actuaries amongst the company were left 
wondering what the odds were that all the prizes would be won by guests on just one of the four tables 
in the room.

This was the last social event, and indeed the last WCA event of any sort, in Sally Bridgeland’s year, and 
as we staggered off into the night we all thought it had been a very enjoyable way to end a remarkable 
year.

Monsieur Benne guides an actuarial audience for the Tour de Vin
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Master’s Diary - Mid July

One final missive.
 
My congratulations to Nick Dumbreck, our 39th Master: good luck!  I’m also delighted that we announced 
our affiliation with 601 Squadron, a very special London RAF unit which was re-formed in April.  It will 
consist mostly of civilian Honorary Group Captains, brought together to advise and support the Air Chief of 
the Staff with “fresh perspectives” to help hone the RAF’s thinking.
  

“Jailed and Bailed” was certainly a highlight of the year.  Security challenges being such as they currently are, 
the thirty Masters who took part were arrested and charged not in the usual Mansion House but in Number 
18 Court of the Old Bailey.  Our judge, Sheriff Peter Estlin, complete with wig, was all too realistic as he 
read out our trumped-up charges.  It was a very hot day to be marched by the Yeomen Warders through 
the Tower of London’s grounds,  and the “water substitutes” (sponsored by Pol Roger) were most welcome.
 
The Consort relented (he didn’t fancy doing the school run that day) and joined many of you in helping to 
raise my bail (£1218.75 including Gift Aid) for the British Red Cross.  The tourists had no idea what we were 
doing, but took photos anyway.
 
The following day I had my revenge on the Consort at his chosen “Tour de Vin” event by managing to identify 
a wine in a black glass with a blindfold on … a year as a Master has clearly helped!

Guests of 601 Sqn enjoying our new affiliation
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I represented the Company at events run 
by the Companies of Carmen, Girdlers, 
Fuellers and Fletchers; and the Royal 
Society’s annual exhibition and Soiree 
and the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries’ 
AGM, where we sponsored the drinks 
reception.   It was wonderful to welcome 
Marjorie as the new President.  In the 
past she was an exemplary Liveryman, 
working on our publicity and voluntary 
educational activities: I’m sure she will 
be an inspirational President.  

Actuarial President and Master

Led off to the Tower
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And Bailed!

Golf Section Report

Compared with recent years the golf section had a less active year as far as participation in charity 
events is concerned but our own livery events were better supported than previously. It was pleasing to 
welcome a number of new younger members to our activities and we would encourage all the reticent 
golfers in the livery to join and enjoy the social and sporting benefits of the group.

This year we had an even better result than last year at the inter-livery Prince Arthur Competition at 
the Walton Heath Golf Club where we were represented by Jeff Medlock, Tom Ross, Alan Botterill and 
Gordon Sharp. This is a very competitive event between teams from 48 livery companies and our result 
of joint eighth was our highest place ever.  Our match against the Horners, which last year had to be 
abandoned due to extreme weather, took place in much more pleasant conditions again at Burnham 
Beeches Golf Club. Our efforts to win back the trophy from the Horners looked as if they might be 
successful until our rivals managed to win the final match and squared the result and so retained the 
Trophy for another year. The Livery was also represented at the Loriners Charity day at Sundridge Park, 
the Lord Mayor’s Charity day at Burhill Golf Club, the Newson-Smith Cup competition at East Berkshire 
organised by the Tallow Chandlers and the Horner’s Charity day at Ashridge. We also played in the ACA 
Golf day at West Hill and at a new inter-livery event at Moor Park.
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The Master’s golf day was held at 
Burnham Beeches Golf Club and 
drew some good support from 
17 golfers, including the Master’s 
brother who was enthusiastically 
supported by the Master during his 
round. The Trophy was retained by 
Guy Freeman with Margaret Ross 
second and Graham Clay in third 
place. The event raised £100 for 
the Charitable Trust. Based upon 
her observations of the bunker 
problems of the golfers during 
the day The Master has kindly 
presented a new trophy for future 
Master’s Golf days called the 
“Past Master Bridgeland Beautiful 
Bunkers Trophy”, although the 
committee have reserved the right 
to award it for performances other 
than bunker play.

The annual golfing trip was closer to home than last year and took us to Padstow where we played 
the courses at Trevose, St Enodoc and Newquay. Our party comprised twenty-three members of the 
livery, wives and other actuaries, regrettably reduced by clashing with the Mansion House Dinner. 
We enjoyed not only the golf but also some very fine dining. The degree of difficulty of the courses 
was little diminished from the recent championship courses we have played, in spite of the choice of 
reputably easier courses, so we look forward to next year’s visit to the challenges of the Norfolk Coast 
courses. The trip, organised by Alan Botterill who is taking over as Golf Captain from Jeff Medlock, was 
enjoyed by all those participating and resulted in a group donation of £849 to the Charitable Trust.

We have a range of golfing opportunities throughout the season to join fellow golfers and play some 
fine courses - please look out for details of our programme in the New Year and join in. In the interim, 
if you would like any information, please contact Alan Botterill (alanwbotterill@gmail.com).

Bridge Section Report

Once again the Actuaries entered 4 pairs in the annual Inter-Livery Bridge event run annually by the 
Makers of Playing Cards on the first Monday in March in aid of the Lord Mayor’s Appeal at Drapers’ 
Hall, this time in an entry of 56 pairs.  This is a fun event for bridge players of all standards and any 
members of the Company who are interested in playing are invited to contact Chris Pullan who will 
endeavour to find them a partner.

Past Master Peter Turvey and Maureen Gleeson came fourth this year with 52.18, less than 1% behind 
the winners David Hudson and Peter Bonner of the Stationers.  Past Masters Sos Green and Graham 
Clay were surprised to finish with as much as 54.27% for 17th, the combined total of 21 being just 
enough to win the Team Trophy from the Makers of Playing Cards whose positions totalled 23.  One 

Events

Bridgeland trophy
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member of their team was Companion Barbara Ide who used to play for the Actuaries with her late 
husband Past Master Chris Ide.

The other actuarial pairs were Past Master John Lockyer playing with Liveryman Chris Pullan and Past 
Master Richard Hawkes and his wife Juliet.

This was the 3rd win in a row and the 11th in 16 years for the Company with, we believe, a different 
team each year.  The overall success may be ascribed in large part to having more pairs playing each 
year than other Companies.



68

News from the Court
Education Committee

The Education Committee had a very busy year with involvement in 
Maths education at primary, secondary and tertiary levels.

We support the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) in their 
Mathematical Reasoning programme which they trialled this year in 
selected primary schools.  Our involvement is with the London Hub of 
20 such schools.  Committee member, Gary Simmons, has joined the 
Steering Board of the London Hub and is thus able to give us first hand 
feedback about the EEF programme and, indeed, on all of the other 
educational work being undertaken through the Hub.

We now support the outreach programmes of three secondary schools under the “Geoffrey Heywood” 
project - one grammar school in Kent and two newly formed “mathematical schools”.  Their outreach 
work is for students not privileged to be at such a school, who are then able to benefit from their 
expertise in, and enthusiasm for, mathematics.

We continue to support the Royal Institution (Ri) Maths Masterclasses for years 11, 12 and 13.  These 
Saturday morning classes are heavily subscribed and there is little doubt that they stretch the minds 
of those who attend and further their enthusiasm for mathematics.  We are discussing with the Ri 
how more students, particularly those out of reach of London, can benefit from these inspirational 
Masterclasses.

At the tertiary level we continue to support the IFoA in their involvement with UK universities offering 
actuarial courses. We work with our Charitable Trust (CACT) in this area, as we do to a greater or lesser 
extent in all of the above-mentioned projects.  

Martin Miles
Chair, Education Committee

Finance Committee

The main purpose of the Finance Committee is to manage business as 
usual issues such as monitoring cashflow, investment of the Company’s 
reserves and preparation of the accounts.  All this worked well.

Decisions made on the level of quarterage and dining fees as well 
as the increase in membership numbers has led to a narrowing of 
the gap between income and expenditure although the Company is 
still spending more than it receives.  Over this year, the shortfall was 
£11,300 (last year £16,800).

The Committee keeps track of the progress of subsidised dinners where prospective members benefit 
from a £50 reduction in dining fee.  By the end of the year the take up was a total of 75 such subsidies 
granted at a cost of £3,750.  An initial special allocation of £30,000 was set for this promotion 
opportunity.
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The Committee developed a risk register for the Company, noting that different Committees are the 
owners of the various risks with the Finance Committee being responsible for overseeing only some of 
the risks as well as the ongoing review of the register itself.  

At the end of the year, Nick Salter stepped down as Chairman, replaced by Keith Barton.

Nick Salter
Chair, Education Committee

Appointments Committee

With effect from 14 July 2017, Nick Dumbreck became the 39th 
Master of the Worshipful Company of Actuaries; Nick Salter 
became Senior Warden and Fiona Morrison Junior Warden.  

Further details of the membership of the Court and standing committees 
for 2016-2017 are given on page 83.

John Lockyer
Chair, Appointments Committee

Social Events Committee

As in past years, the programme of social events was set with the 
objective of appealing to as broad a cross section of the Company’s 
membership as practical, as well as being influenced by the incumbent 
Master’s aspirations to experience, during his or her year of office, 
places and activities related to his or her personal interest, but in a 
manner not otherwise easily available to the general public.

The programme of social events for Sally Bridgeland, the first lady 
Master, was arranged with the usual objectives in mind, but additionally 
the opportunity was grasped to make a statement to our community 
that the Worshipful Company of Actuaries has appeal to women, as 
well as to men.

The themes of the events arranged reflected some of Sally’s interests:

• Dress-sense: Colour Me Actuary (held on 22nd September 2016): A lighted hearted presentation 
about the impact of colour choices in business attire; an event not just for the ladies, as the chatter 
on the night was that colour choices matter for men as well as for women, but whether to the same 
extent might for some remain a matter for debate. 

• Chocolate: Chocolate before Christmas (held on 29th November 2016): A demonstration of how 
to create impressive and tasty chocolate confectionery.  
Jewellery: Silver Actuaries (held on 12th May 2017): A guided tour of the silver exhibition at the  
V & A Museum.
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• Wine (with homage to cycling): Tour de Vin (held on 20th June 2017): Wine-tasting at the Don 
Restaurant in the City, with an expert on hand to provide explanation of the wines from some of 
the classic regions in France. 

Finally, no Livery year for the Worshipful Company of Actuaries would be complete without the annual 
Ten Pin Bowling competition in early March, attracting entries from several employers of actuaries - 
each anxious to claim the trophy.

Bill Rayner
Chair, Social Events Committee

PR & Fundraising Committee

Website
A number of modifications / improvements were made to the website:

• the members’ communication facility was withdrawn because of 
Data Protection concerns, 

• past Annual Reviews and Accounts have been added, 
• a picture gallery has been added,
• bookings and payments can now be made via the website.

All of which has resulted in a significant increase in website activity 
and “hits”. 
        
Conferences 
We have continued to support and man stands at the various Institute and Faculty of Actuaries 
conferences, with updated Company and CACT leaflets. We have also received significant help and 
support from the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries in this activity. 

Annual Reviews 
Considerable progress was made in catching up on the backlog publications of annual reviews. In 
particular an electronic copy of the 2013-14 Review was completed and added to the website and 
good progress was made in the production of the 2014-15 Review (which will be electronic only) and 
2015-16 Review, which will have a limited print run.

Progress was also made in improving production processes to ensure that future annual reviews will be 
published in a more timely manner.   

Other PR activity
We continued to get good coverage in The Actuary for our events. The introduction of a Company 
photographer (Cherry Chan) has improved the quantity and quality of material available. Initial plans 
have progressed on the creation of a formal archive of Company items and materials and also on the 
production of a book to mark the 40th anniversary of the Company.

Biographies of Past Masters 
We have started to compile a full set of biographies of the Company’s Past Masters and other senior 
Liverymen. 
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Membership Committee

The primary focus of the Membership Committee has been to attract 
new members  and we encourage existing members to introduce 
friends and colleagues to the Company through the reduced price 
ticket scheme for those who have not previously attended a dinner 
and at a “Meet the Company Evening” . The latter offers an informal 
opportunity for those who wish to find out more to meet senior 
members of the Company. We also aim to reach out more widely to 
members of the profession with a stall whenever possible at the major 
actuarial conferences.

The reduced price ticket scheme has proved very popular and accounts for the majority of applications 
received totalling 18 in the year. Naturally we welcome applications from any qualifying member of 
the profession sympathetic to objectives  of the Company but are keen to see greater diversity in our 
membership. We are encouraged by the numbers of younger applicants.

On 2 March there was a special meeting of the Court in Guildhall to admit to the Livery six freemen 
who had immediately beforehand been granted Freedom of the City. The Court meeting was followed 
by lunch for the candidates and their guests which was much enjoyed by all.

There were 14 new Liverymen during the year:

Douglas Anderson, Evelyn Bourke, Martin Clarke, Seamus Creedon, Colum D’Auria, Stephen Hainsworth, 
Andrew Hitchcox, Bart Huby, Keith Jennings, Edward Johnson, Alvin Sit, Adrian Swales, Steven Taylor 
and Mike Ward.

Rodney Jagelman
Chair, Membership Committee

Institute and Faculty of Actuaries related matters
Relations with the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries continue to be very good. In particular the annual 
joint meeting between the Master, Institute and Faculty of Actuaries President and Chief Executive, 
and Lord Mayor has proved extremely positive.
 
Master’s events 
The committee supported Master Sally Bridgeland in her events, particularly the Charitable Ball which 
raised £25,000 (see separate report).

Fundraising 
The committee helped to support and promote charitable activity amongst actuaries more generally, in 
particular through support to the committee that decides on the recipient of the Phiatus award each year. 

Charles Cowling
Chair, PR & Fundraising Committee
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Evelyn Bourke

Evelyn started her career with New Ireland Assurance and Bank 
of Ireland but was recruited by Jeremy Goford to Tillinghast in 
1991. She has subsequently worked with various institutions but 
currently she is with BUPA. She was recruited as CFO in 2012 and 
was made CEO in 2016.  Her profile appeared in a recent edition 
of The Actuary.
 
She was formerly an examiner in Life Insurance and has contributed 
regularly at conferences through her career.

Outside work she and her husband, Seamus Creedon, also a member of the Company, travel particularly 
in France and Spain and enjoy theatre, watching rugby and sampling good food and wine.

Martin Clarke

Martin graduated from Cambridge and trained with Co-operative 
Insurance where he held a number of executive positions before 
joining the public sector as a board executive of the Pension 
Protection Fund and then becoming the 9th Government Actuary 
in 2014. His non-executive experience has included two terms as 
Chair of the UK Sustainable Investment and Finance Association 
and one as Trustee Chair of the Investment Committee of the 
Lankelly Chase Foundation.

Martin divides his spare time between London’s bright lights and 
North Cornwall’s rugged coast where he and wife Julia have a 
holiday home.

Seamus Creedon

After a career in life assurance and banking in both Ireland and 
Britain, Seamus retired from leadership of KPMG UK’s actuarial 
practice in 2003. He is now a serial non-executive director (NED) 
of life, health and non-life (re)insurance companies on both sides 
of the Irish Sea.

Seamus has been news editor of The Actuary, a member of Institute 
Council for 11 years, active in international actuarial bodies and is 
now one of the organisers of the NED member interest group.

A peripatetic existence is based in southeast London and together 
with his wife Evelyn Bourke Seamus enjoys travel mainly to France 
and Spain involving the best of food and wine!
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Colum D’Auria

Having tried a couple of different financial services paths, Colum 
joined PwC where he trained as an Actuary, specialising in General 
Insurance. He joined Chubb Insurance in 2007, helping found their 
Lloyd’s operation as the Managing Agent’s Chief Actuary in 2010 
and more recently served as its CFO. Colum currently heads the 
Financial Planning and Analysis team at MSAmlin. Since qualifying, 
he has maintained an involvement with the IFoA, chairing its GIRO 
conference and GI Board and now sits on Council. He is also vice-
chair of the IAA’s GI Committee. When time permits, Colum enjoys 
food, travel, music, film and clay pigeon shooting.

Stephen Hainsworth

After completing a PhD from Cambridge University in stochastic 
modelling of musical audio signals, Stephen switched to stochastic 
modelling of insurance companies.  He trained as an actuary at 
Tillinghast, specialising in building actuarial models.  He then 
joined Prudential Group in 2010 to lead the build of the Solvency 
II internal model systems, before taking on a wider role as group-
wide Head of Solvency II Model Development which involves 
oversight of risk calibrations and model methodology.
  
When not at work, Stephen is a semi-professional bass guitarist, 
performs with a Chamber Choir and enjoys reading.

Andrew Hitchcox

Andrew is a qualified actuary, with over 35 years’ experience in 
the London Market specialty insurance and reinsurance markets.  
He is recently retired from the post of Chief Risk Officer and the 
Solvency II Programme Director at Tokio Marine Kiln, one of the 
larger Managing Agents at Lloyd’s of London.  He has extensive 
experience of reserving, pricing, measurement of economic 
profitability, risk-based capital modelling and capital assessment, 
and risk management.
 
He is a member of Council of the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries, 
and also a member of the Risk Management Board, having 
previously been Chair. He has also previously been a member of 
the General Insurance Board.
 
After a career of 35 years, he still finds the industry full of interest and excitement, and has set up his 
own consultancy company, for the purpose of contracting or interim roles.
 
He is also proud of becoming a grandfather for the first time.
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Bart Huby

Bart began his career as a trainee pensions actuary at Willis Faber 
Advisory Services in London after taking a degree in Maths at 
Christs College, Cambridge.  Following a spell in Bristol, he joined 
Lane Clark and Peacock as a partner in Winchester in 1995.  

Bart is Scheme Actuary to a number of pension schemes, and also 
helped establish the ACA’s Public Sector Outsourcing committee 
(and is now a member of the successor Pensions in Public Service 
Committee).
  
Outside work, Bart is married with a 16-year daughter and a 
7-year old Cairn Terrier he walks every morning (a great start to 
the day!).  He is a keen footballer, runner and cyclist but can sit still 
occasionally and is also a film and opera fan. 

Keith Jennings

Keith graduated from University College Dublin and joined 
Tillinghast in London. After spells at Abbey Life, Scottish Friendly 
and UNUM he is now at BUPA as Head of Centre Actuarial.

He is a member of Council at Institute and Faculty of Actuaries  
and serves on the Public Policy Affairs Committee and Risk 
Management Board.

Inspired by his employer he strives for fitness, cycling wherever 
possible. Free time is accounted for by his family of 6 children.

Edward Johnson

Edward graduated from University College London and began his 
actuarial career within the insurance consulting practice at Lane 
Clark and Peacock. He has subsequently moved into a the non-
traditional field of Insurance Linked Securities firstly within Aon 
Securities, then with specialist asset manager Leadenhall Capital 
Partners. Edward now works for Swiss Re Capital Markets where 
his work focusses on structuring catastrophe bonds.

Outside of work, Edward enjoys to travel but notes the recent 
arrival of his son has put back plans to travel round the world!
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Alvin Sit

Alvin graduated from the London School and Economics, and 
started as a graduate with B&W Deloitte in the Life actuarial team, 
and with a subsequent spell as a consulting actuary with PwC.  He 
currently work as a trader with the investment bank Nomura in 
London, where he focuses in capital solution transactions with UK 
and European insurers.
 
He likes to spend most of his spare time engaging in frivolous 
pursuits such as snowboarding, dinghy sailing and indoor climbing 
- with a Masters in Philosophy being his latest achievement.

Alvin lives with his wife and two cats, and sometimes stands in as 
the Actuaries’ Company photographer. 

Adrian Swales

Adrian has a wide range of pensions and investment expertise 
gained over 25 years in the industry.  He was head of AON’s 
investment practice and chair of the Global Investment Practice 
Counsel.  Following a spell in Asset Management, Adrian joined 
Mobius Life and is currently the Chief Executive Officer.  Mobius 
is a leading institutional investment platform.

Adrian has two children, his daughter represents Great Britain at 
figure skating and is currently training for the winter Olympics.  

Steven Taylor

Steven graduated from Oxford and trained with Punter Southall 
as a pension actuary. After spells with KPMG and Deloitte, he is 
now with PwC advising on corporate issues. He serves on the 
main ACA committee and has been responsible for running the 
conferences at Gatwick and also Manchester.

What spare time he has is absorbed by his family and cricket.
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Mike Ward

Mike graduated from York University and joined Friends Provident 
where he had several management roles before becoming Chief 
Underwriter. He then moved to Eureko BV in the Netherlands 
where he became Chief Actuary for the International business. He 
is now Chair of the Trustee Board of the Friends Provident Pension 
Scheme.
 
Outside work, Mike’s main passion is politics and he served 16 
years as a District Councillor before standing down to work 
abroad. He is also a member of Rotary and Amnesty International 
and enjoys travel, wine, walking and playing squash (badly).
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2017 Membership Survey – Summary Results and Actions

Introduction

Our 2017 survey was completed by 51 members in April and May 2017.  When comparing the response 
to our previous survey in 2011, the Court were interested and pleased to note the increasing diversity 
of our membership by age.  Respondents also had diverse tastes for events and communications which 
will be reflected in the actions agreed going forwards. 

Of the respondents, 36 gave their 
name and email address and were 
eligible for the prize draw for a 
bottle of champagne.  Holly Copley 
was the lucky winner drawn at the 
Court meeting on 6th July 2017 and 
received her prize at the October 
dinner.

Respondents were generally an 
engaged group, with nearly half 
expecting to attend all three Livery 
Dinners.  Most were happy with 
what we offer and, while there were 
few volunteers to join Committees, 
several were keen to join the 
Trustees and 11 are interested in 
joining the Court in due course. 
There were also a wide range 
of ideas on how we should best 
celebrate our 40th anniversary in 
2019.  

The Court discussed and agreed 
the actions set out below, referring 
to a more delated document which 
included charts of the responses to 
all the questions and gave all the 
verbatim comments, some of which 
led to specific recommendations.

Highlights

Focusing first on areas of agreement 

• 94% were broadly happy with the Charitable Trust’s mission.

• Over 95% enjoy the tradition of our formal dinners.

• 80% liked having events which reflect the Master’s passions and 75% were happy with the range of 
events on offer, with most of the rest having no particular view.
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• The vast majority liked having regular updates from the Clerk and Master and reminders to book for 
events as deadlines approached.

• Over half would like to know more about how donations to CACT are being used and to get to 
know the charities which we support. 

• Over 90% joined the Company to meet other actuaries, over 75% to take part in the life of the city 
and/or because of our charitable activities.  Over 50% liked the educational and social activities 
and/or the prestige of the Company.

There were also no particular cost pressures expressed, although it is worth noting that:

• 50% regard quarterage as value for money; 

• 12% and 19% were discouraged from attending dinners and the banquet, respectively, by price; 

• over 30% had a desire to have events below a certain price point when entertaining guests (mostly 
£50); and

• 83% agreed that the £50 discount was a great way of incentivising members to bring along 
prospective members and nearly half planned to use it to bring along a guest in the next year.

Views were more diverse on the enthusiasm about bringing partners to formal dinners and the use of 
social media/the website.

The diversity of views is also illustrated in the response to fundraising activity.  Some respondents 
prefer to make a single donation and/or don’t like requests for sponsorship: others prefer making 
donations for particular events and/or appeals.  

Actions agreed

The actions listed below drew on Immediate Past Master Bridgeland’s own experience as Master - and 
her discussions with other livery Companies.  The overall theme is to make more of the resources 
which we have readily available to us, whether through the City, the profession or our own website or 
enlisting the help of the Wardens.  We will also aim to do so more actively and opportunistically, in a 
way which responds to the diverse preferences of our membership and helps Wardens gain a deeper 
understanding of key relationships, ahead of their year as Master.

News from the Court
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Improving appeal

1. The Master to have absolute discretion to decide, for each of the formal events in his or her year, 
whether partners may be brought as guests.

2. The Master and Mistress/Consort to continue to choose a small number of social events which 
reflect their passions and help Past and future Masters get to know them both.

3. The Social Events Committee to make sure that we have at least one event each year suitable for 
entertaining guests and which has a ticket price of £50 or lower.

4. The Appointments Committee to approach those who have shown an interest in joining Court to 
involve them in Committees and/or events. 

5. The Master 2019-20 and the Clerk to form a committee to plan (and budget for/obtain 
sponsorship for) 40th anniversary initiatives, involving a diverse group of members.

6. Use a Linked In group to access a broader actuarial audience and create more links to the charities 
which we support (Actuaries’ Livery Company created).

Improving understanding and impact 

7. CACT to work with the Master to consider further charity exhibitions as part of events/Common 
Hall or opportunities to showcase our charitable support.

8. The Education Committee to work with the Master to consider how best to communicate and 
showcase the Geoffrey Heywood awards.  

9. Membership Committee to consider guidance for members on “prospective members”, perhaps 
working with the Master on an event by event basis to identify particular groups.

10. The Clerk and Master to continue monthly communications, but make more use of the website to 
announce news, events and the Master’s activity.

11. The Clerk and Master to share website items (and photos from the gallery when this is available) 
systematically on Twitter and Linked in. 

12. CACT to consider “crowdfunding” appeals to support selected charities or projects perhaps 
offering matched funding to draw members in to particular charitable activities.

Leveraging outside opportunities and networks

13. The role description of the Immediate Past Master to be extended to take responsibility for 
working jointly with other Livery Companies building on opportunities identified in his or her  
year as Master.  

14. Create a list of other Livery memberships which our members have.

15. The role description of the Master to be extended to take responsibility for the Company’s 
involvement in Lord Mayor’s Appeal events.

16. The role description of the Senior Warden to be extended to take responsibility for our 
involvement in inter-livery events and competitions.

17. The role description of the Junior Warden to be extended to take responsibility for the  
overall relationship with the IFoA, including the involvement of volunteers.

Immediate Past Master Bridgeland will be supporting the Master and the Executive Committee in 
taking the recommendations forward.
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Obituaries

Jeremy Goford - Past Master
1945-2017

Jeremy Goford was a true colossus 
in the actuarial world and his 
premature death on 25 February 
aged only 71, following a short 
but courageous fight against a 
brain tumour, is a huge loss to the 
profession that he loved and did so 
much for.

In his work, he was instrumental 
in establishing Tillinghast 
(subsequently to become part 
of Towers Perrin and now Willis 
Towers Watson) as a major force in 
the UK.  He helped build its London 
office in the 1990s into what at the 
time was the firm’s largest and most 
successful office worldwide.

He put a huge amount of effort into volunteering for the profession.  He wrote a paper on effective 
financial management for life offices which is still used and can be thanked for helping to avoid the 
impacts of the credit crunch which impacted the banks so hard.  He chaired a steering group tasked 
with developing a new education framework and a paper entitled “Principles of the Future Education 
Strategy” was presented to meetings of the Institute and the Faculty in January 2001.  That framework 
was developed into the syllabus which has been in place since 2005. The strategy, which is strongly 
reflective of Jeremy’s own views, has stood the test of time.  Subsequently Jeremy became President 
of the Institute in 2002 – 2004, where he instigated a drive to get actuaries to see things from the 
customer’s perspective.  He was a man who would often think outside the box – sometimes a slightly 
uncomfortable place to be.  He left big ripples behind him as the rest of us struggled to keep up.

Jeremy was highly involved with the Worshipful Company of Actuaries.  Jeremy saw that actuaries 
could have a larger role in the financial affairs of London and the UK and that the livery company 
could make this happen.  He became Master of the company and was subsequently instrumental in 
establishing the Financial Services Group of modern livery companies to advise the Lord Mayor more 
effectively for his/her meetings at home or abroad.  He was awarded the Company’s Award of Honour 
last year (only the 7th time it has been awarded in nearly 40 years) in recognition of his achievements.

Away from work Jeremy was equally active and determined.  He loved to talk way into the evening 
covering any topic that you could imagine, and consume the odd glass of wine or port (can you tell the 
difference between red and white port when you are blindfolded?).  He will be greatly missed by the 
profession and his lovely wife, Jane.

We are all better for having known Jeremy, personally and professionally – he will leave a big hole in a 
lot of people’s lives. 

Jeremy Goford celebrating his Award of Honour
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At July 2017

Membership of the Company 

LIVERYMEN 

Mr W M Abbott
Mr R B Ablett
Mr R B Abramson
Mr I S Aitken
Mr R B Akhurst
Mr D Anderson
Mr M Arnold
Mr K E Ayers, MBE, KStJ
Mr A B Bamford
Mr C F Bamford
Mr G G Bannerman
Mr M Barnes
Mr K Barton
Mr R M Benjamin
Mr A F Benke
Mr P L Bennett
Mr T J Birse
Mr A J Bonner
Mr A W Botterill
Ms E Bourke
Mr R S Bowie
Mrs S Bridgeland
Mr R E Brimblecombe CBE
Mr C J Brocksom
Mr B G Brown
Mr J C H Brumwell
Mrs B Capel
Mr R Chadwick
Ms C Chan
Mr M B Chaplin
Mr M A Chatterton
Mr M Christophers
Mr M G Clarke
Mr TG Clarke
Mr G D Clay
Mr W R Coatesworth
Mr R Cobley
Mr D M Cogan
Mr P A Collis
Mr J R Coomber
Mr G B Cooper
Mrs H Copley
Mr I Gilmour
Mr R L Goldby
Mr M Goodale
Mr L Gooderham
Mr M R Granville
Mr C G Green
Mr S J Green
Mr R Grenville-Jones
Ms J P Griffiths
Mr T Grimes
Mr S Gupta
Mr R T G Hails
Mr S Hainsworth
Mr A V Hall
Mr D T Harris
Mr W R Harris
Mr J D Harsant
Mr P Hately
Mr C R C Hawkes
Mr R R Heard
Mr C W J Hirst

Mr A N Hitchcox
Mr D Hollas
Mr C Hopkins
Mr M Housden
Mr B Huby
Mr V W Hughff
Ms L Hunter
Mr R J Jagelman
Mrs C D James
Mrs H James
Mr K Jennings
Mr D G Johnson
Mr E M Johnson
Mr J A Jolliffe
Mr D L Jones
Mr K Jones
Mr P R C Jowett
Mr G Jung
Dr G D Kaye
Mr R Kelsey
Mr T D Kingston
Mr T J Palmer
Mr P W Parker TD
Ms I M Paterson
Mr P Patel
Mr D Paul
Mr N Peard
Mr A Pendleton
Mr G Pollock
Mr M A Pomery CVO
Sir David Prosser
Mr A Pryde
Mr C D Pullan
Mr J D Punter
Mr F Rafi
Mr M E Rallings
Mr W Rayner
Mr A C Reid
Dr D F Renn CBE
Mr B P Ridsdale
Mr J Roberts
Mr M R Roberts
Mr J H Rogers
Mr J S Rood
Mr R C Ross
Mr T M Ross OBE
Mr J P Ryan
Mr N J H Salter
Mr P J Savill
Mr A G Sharp
Ms J Shepard
Mr M Short
Mr N A Shuker
Mr N G Silver
Mr G K Simmons
Ms P A Simmons
Mr P H Simpson
Mr J J Simon
Mr J Sinclair
Mr P H A Sit
Mr M R Slack
Mr N S Sloam
Mr A E Smith
Mr R D Corley CBE
Mr C A Cowling

Mr S Creedon
Mr C N Critchlow
Mr P E Croucher
Mr P D Crutchett
Mr D Cule
Mr D Curtis
Mrs J E M Curtis
Mr C J W Czapiewski
Mr C D’Auria
Ms J Daldorph
Mr A W B Davies
Mr P A Davies
Mr J V Deane
Mr P J Derby
Ms M de Valois
Mr J H Devine
Mr D L Diggins
Mr R C Dix
Ms C Drummond
Mr S D Dudley
Mr P L Duffet
Mr D W Dullaway
Mr N J  Dumbreck
Mr D J Duncan
Mr L M Eagles
Ms E A Edwards
Ms M Elliott
Mr D D Ezra
Mr D Fairs
Mr I A Farr
Mr G R Farren
Mr P E Felton
Mr N W H Ferguson
Mr D Ferrans
Mr M H Field CBE
Mr M J Field
Mr A S Fishman 
Mr R Frankland
Mr G Freeman
Mr N D Freethy
Mr A J Frost, DL
Mr O J Gillespie
Mr M R Kipling
Dr A Kitts
Mr R J Laker
Mr D J Lamb
Mr D J Lane
Mr P A Leandro
Mr S H Leckie OBE
Ms C K Lee
Mr E J Levay
Mr C G Lewin
Mr T J Llanwarne
Mr G H Lockwood
Mr J A N Lockyer
Mr P Lofthouse
Mr C W F Low
Dr C S S Lyon
Mr J M MacLeod
Mr A H G MacRae
Dr G Maher
Mr L J Martin CBE
Mr R D Masding
Mr A D Mason
Mr N B Masters

Mr J P McCaughan
Mr P G Mcnamara
Ms E J McWilliam
Mr J Medlock 
Miss P E Merriman
Mr R W Michaelson
Mr M W Miles
Mr R Mody
Mr M R Moliver
Mr P W Moore
Miss FJ Morrison
Ms G E Moss
Mr G D Muir
Mr G M Murray CBE
Mr H Nawaz-Khan
Mr A Newman
Mr D Newton
Mr B Nimmo
Mr P J L O’Keeffe
Mr W S O’Regan
Dr I B Owen
Dr A L H Smith
Mr W J Smith
Mr J Staffurth
Mr J Stewart
Mr A M Stoker
Ms J A Stott
Mr R C W Strattan
Mr A P Swales
Prof. P Sweeting
Mr N H Taylor
Mr S J Taylor
Mr M H Teeger
Mr D G Thomas
Mr M C Thomas
Mr P I Thomas
Mr R J Thomas
Ms K T Thomson
Mr P W Thompson
Mr L P Tomlinson
Mr M H Tripp
Mr K F Trott
Mr MJ Turner
Mr PJ Turvey
Mr A Vaughan
Mr R A J Waddingham CBE
Mr P Wadsworth
Mr M B Ward
Mr G Wardle
Mr A K Whalley
R J Whitelam
Prof A D Wilkie CBE
Mr M A H Willett
Mr C Wilson
Mr M H Winters
Mr S F Wood
Mr J T Woolhouse
Mr A R Wright
Mr J L Wybrew
Mr H R Wynne-Griffith
Mr J J Yates
Mr C A Yiasoumi
Mr G T Yoxall 
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FREEMEN

Mr D Brooks
Nr N Brougham
Mr A R Campbell
Mr T Castle
Mr K Chamunorwa
Prof. R S Clarkson

Mr S Cooper
Mr C Creedon
Mr M Deakin
Mr V Desai
Mr A A Duncan
Ms A K Durniat
Miss J Eu
Mr E M Flanagan

Ms J Ghosh
Mr J E D Green
Mr A Gupta
Mr A Hanks 
Mr C D J Heath
Ms S Henderson
Mr C Hensman
Mr C Knight

Mr A Levillain
Ms C Love Soper
Mr D Martin
Mr E H McNeill
Mr R E Purcell
Mr R Riddaway
Mr S Sawhney 

Membership of the Company
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2016 - 2017

Court and Committees

MASTER
Sally Bridgeland 

SENIOR WARDEN
Nick Dumbreck 

JUNIOR WARDEN
Nick Salter

Executive Committee
Sally Bridgeland (Chairman), Peter Thompson, 
Nick Dumbreck, Nick Salter, Lyndon Jones. 

Appointments Committee
John Lockyer (Chairman), Master, Senior 
Warden, Peter Thompson, Bill Smith, Adrian 
Waddingham and Lyndon Jones. 

Education Committee
Martin Miles (Chairman), Gordon Sharp 
(Secretary), Michael Pomery, Tim Birse, Phil 
Edwards, Gary Simmons, Trevor Watkins and 
Clifford Friend (the Profession’s Director of 
Education)

Finance Committee 
Nick Salter (Chairman), Gordon Sharp (Treasurer), 
Julie Griffiths, Robert Hails and Keith Barton  

Membership Committee 
Rodney Jagelman (Chairman), Adrian 
Waddingham, Fiona Morrison, Michael Tripp, 
Petrea Simmons, Ronnie Bowie and Robert Ross. 

Social Events Committee 
Bill Rayner (Chairman), Peter Thompson, John 
Lockyer, Rodney Jagelman, Bill Harris, Robert 
Hails, Emma McWilliam and Keith Jones.

Fund Raising and Public Relations 
Committee 
Charles Cowling (Chairman), Graham Clay 
(secretary), Keith Barton, Alan Smith, Kartina 
Thomson, Richard Purcell, Derek Newton, Bill 
Rayner, Petrea Simmons and Keith Jones. 

Note: The Master, Senior Warden and Clerk are 
full members of the Executive and Appointment 
Committees. The Senior Warden and Clerk are 
ex-officio members of all other committees. The 
Senior Warden may delegate some of these 
duties to the Junior Warden. The Master may 
attend any committee meeting if he or she so 
wishes.

Chaplain 
David Parrott

In July 2016 Peter Thompson stood down as Master and the mantle was taken over by Sally 
Bridgeland. Nick Dumbreck and Nick Salter became the new Senior and Junior wardens respectively
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Trustees 
Michael Pomery (Chairman),  
Peter Crutchett, Simon Dudley, Martin Miles, 
Alan Smith, George Yoxall and Ian Farr.

Almoner 
Pat O’Keeffe 

Stewards 
Roger Dix, Michael Rallings, Alan Botterill, MIke 
Thomas, Emma McWilliam, Katrina Thompson, 
Alan Smith and Michael Tripp.

Other Responsibilities 
Archivist  Robin Michaelson
Bridge Representative Chris Pullan 
Chaplain David Parrott
Christ’s Hospital Graham Clay
City & Guilds John Lockyer
City University  John Lockyer
Edmonton Sea Cadets  Tim Palmer 
Fellowship of Clerks  The Clerk
Financial Services Group  Adrian Waddingham
Golfing Society  Jeff Medlock
Governance Manual  Graham Clay
Guildhall School of Music and Drama  John Lockyer
King Edward’s School Witley Philip Jowett
Livery Schools Link  Sally Bridgeland
Merchandising  The Clerk
Modern Livery Companies Float  The Clerk
Reed’s School  Michael Pomery
Reed’s School Primary Education Forum Project  Michael Pomery
Relationship Inventory  Graham Clay
Royal Institution  Sally Bridgeland
Royal Society  Graham Clay 
St John’s Ambulance Cadets Derek Newton
Skiing representative  Fiona Morrison

Court and Committees
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