
The Worshipful Company of Actuaries 
Master’s Weekend 

Slovenia Wine Tour 
Thursday 12th to Sunday 15th September 2019 

Master-elect’s introduction 
I hope you’ll be as excited as I am about exploring the wines of Slovenia for my Master’s 
weekend.  I was there in 2017.  Slovenia is a beautiful country with some exciting wine makers 
making delightful, high quality wines, although almost unknown to British consumers. 

 

The tour will be run by Tim Syrad, who escaped from the insurance industry and has been 
educating and entertaining people about wine for more than 25 years since. Tim has escorted 
more than 100 wine tours throughout Europe and the New World and I’ve enjoyed 7 tours with 
him in recent years.  Tim is very adept at discovering winemakers who are passionate about 
what they do and enjoy sharing their passion with others.  You don't have to be a wine expert 
but I can almost guarantee that you will be enthused by the history, geography, viticulture and, 
of course, the wines themselves.  Read on…. 



Master-elect’s introduction cont’d 
We shall be based in the capital, Ljubljana, in a centrally located hotel just a few steps from the 
historic centre and from the cable car and castle.  The hotel is modern and practical rather than 
beautiful.  Most importantly, it can accommodate all of us in comfort and cope with the logistical 
demands of our large group who may all want breakfast before leaving the hotel at the same time. 
 
Dress code will be casual and comfortable, including for the dinners (so no need for tiaras or 
jackets and ties).  We visit outside, as well as inside, at some wine estates so sneakers are more 
practical than stilettos and a jumper can be useful in a cold cellar, even on a hot day. 
 
The visits will provide a work-out for your palate rather than challenging you physically, but let me 
know if you’ll need any special assistance, as this can be arranged.  (I don’t mean once you’ve 
over-indulged!) 
 
The visits will be very varied – at most there is a buying opportunity if you want to pick up a bottle 
or two.  The tour price includes all tasting fees, so there is absolutely no pressure or obligation to 
purchase anything. 
 
I have invited my brother-in-law Martin Snaith and his partner, Penny Hamer, to join us. Both are 
experienced wine tourers, having notched up 30 tours with Tim between them.  I've included them 
as they know the ropes and can help Tim to ensure that we all have a great time! 
 
Most people will probably fly (Easyjet) to/from Ljubljana.  Note the lazy lunch on Sunday – so you 
will not want your return flight to be too early.  We shall communicate more on flights once the 
schedules are published.  Some of Tim’s clients have previously flown to or from Zagreb, to 
explore Croatia too – a rail or bus journey from Ljubljana.  And if you arrive early, or stay on, I 
gather a day trip to Lake Bled is a highlight. 
 
There will be a maximum number for obvious logistical reasons.  
The cut off date for booking is 31st October 2018. 
 
Fiona Morrison (Master 2019/2020 subject to election) 
fionamorrison888@gmail.com 
 
Tim Syrad of Tim Syrad Wine Tours Ltd has prepared the following programme and tour 
information. 
 
Our Slovenia Wine Tour Highlights 
 
 Explore the contrasts between different wine growing 

regions – Slovenia borders Austria, Hungary, Croatia 
and Italy, and grows an amazing array of international 
and indigenous grape varieties. 

 Based in the beautiful city of Ljubljana. 

 Learn about the history and diversity of Slovenian wine 
– we may think of Slovenia as a ‘new’ wine destination 
but we will be visiting wineries that have been 
established for many, many decades! 

 Meet the current generations of the families who have 
led the development of Slovenian wine, taste with 
the winemakers and visit the vineyards.  

 Comprehensive tastings at every visit, and four 
fabulous tasting lunches or dinners. 



Tour Itinerary  
Thursday  
Transport is arranged from Ljubljana Airport to our hotel in Ljubljana (see below). There will be a 
welcome drink at the hotel bar prior to heading out for dinner at the acclaimed Manna restaurant. 
Tim will host the evening and introduce the eclectic diversity of Slovenian wine. 
Friday 
Our first full day takes us east to the Austrian border and near the second city of Maribor. Visits to 
small family wineries such as Gaube and Ducal will be followed by a wonderful, hilltop tasting 
lunch at Doppler.  
Dinner at your leisure in Ljubljana.  
Saturday 
We spend the day in the Vipava Valley to the south west of Ljubljana. The tiny Sutor winery will 
be our first destination followed by a light, rustic tasting lunch at Jamsek. Both are family owned 
and you really get a first hand understanding of the passion and drive of these estates. Our final 
night dinner will be at the acclaimed AS Gostilna restaurant in the centre of town. 
Sunday 
We round off the tour at the Istenic Estate near the Croatian border. Famous for high quality 
sparkling wines, we combine the tasting and visit  with an extended lunch before transfers back to 
Ljubljana or the airport. 
Note: the Itinerary may be changed at Tim Syrad Wine Tours discretion so as to facilitate 
the smooth running of the tour and to accommodate great opportunities for visits or 
tastings that may become available. 
 

Price and what’s included/not included 
 £799 per person based on 2 people sharing a double/twin 

room. 
 £100 supplement for single occupancy of a double room 
 Transport from/to Ljubljana Airport on the first/last days. 
 Coach for all activities in the itinerary. 
 4 days (including arrival and departure days)/3 nights in City        

Hotel, Ljubljana. 
 2 full days of visits and tastings. Approximately 12 wines will be tasted each day. 
 Generous buffet breakfast every day. 
 Four lunches or dinners with local wines. 
 All local taxes and service charges. 
 The services of Tim Syrad as your Wine Tour manager and Wine Guide. 

 
A deposit of £100 is taken at booking. 
Clients must have adequate travel insurance. 
Booking conditions are available on timsyradwinetours.com or on request. 
 
Please note flights are not included in the price 
People may prefer to extend their holiday before or after Tim’s tours, so we ask everyone to 
make their own travel arrangements and co-ordinate to meet us at the hotel or at Ljubljana Airport 
– there will be EasyJet flights from Gatwick and Stansted that arrive on Thursday afternoon and 
we will arrange a transport to the hotel connecting with them. 
On the Sunday we will arrange transport back to Ljubljana Airport to connect with the returning 

flights. 
Please contact Tim if you would like to discuss travel options, for 
example flying from a different airport, booking extra nights or 
making the journey by rail or driving.  We cannot arrange travel but 
can advise on what might work best. 
 
Once a booking is confirmed Tim will advise clients to 
arrange flights and confirm travel arrangements. Please do 
not arrange flights before your booking is confirmed. 



What to expect from our Slovenian Wine Tour 
 
If you want to visit a wine region at the start of its journey to 
international renown, then this is the tour for you. Slovenia 
has a range of terroirs that are linked to famous neighbours 
such as Friuli and Styria, but produce wines of unique 
character, reflecting a long tradition of winemaking and 
dedication to using indigenous grapes as well as embracing 
international varieties. Many of the wineries we are visiting 
are owned by families who have been making wine for 
decades and whose current generations are combining the 
benefits of modern technology with grapes harvested from 
old vines grown in near perfect conditions with some truly 
spectacular results. 
 
To the northeast, we will discover fresh and aromatic whites made from Sauvignon Blanc, 
Gewürztraminer and Šipon. To the south west, we explore indigenous grapes such as Zelen and 
Pinela and understand the intricacies of the terroir. Add to the mix newer plantings of Chardonnay 
Pinot Noir and Merlot and some very ‘traditional’ varieties such as Welschriesling (the town 
Lutomer lent its name to a brand of Laski Riesling that was once the best selling wine in the UK), 
and an adventurous exploration of tastes and styles is guaranteed! 
 
On each of the four tours Tim has already run to Slovenia the most enduring memory people 
have kept was of the passion and ambition of the winemakers we met, and the warmth of 
welcome we received at every place we visit. Slovenians have much to be proud of – fabulous 

scenery, beautiful towns, delicious local cuisine and of 
course some brilliant wines – and they are keen to share it 
with wine lovers. 
 
We enjoy food experiences that complement the wines we 
are exploring, and express the best of the region. Each day 
we have either dinner or lunch, accompanied by local 
wines. We do have a little free time to explore Ljubljana at 
leisure but we recommend adding a bit of time to your visit if 
you can, to discover more about this beautiful, friendly 
country.  
 

More about Tim Syrad Wine Tours 
Since 1997 Tim has escorted over 100 groups of people on tours to wine regions in Europe and 
the New World. Clients keep coming back year after year because in addition to tastings and 
visits we really do meet the people who make the wine and tend the vines. 
 
Tim personally escorts all tours, ensuring as much as possible of the money 
people pay is spent on creating a great wine discovery experience. 
 
For more information about Tim, the tours he has run and what people think of 
them, please explore the website: www.timsyradwinetours.com 
 
For more information about this tour, or to book a place, please contact Tim 
By phone: 020 7060 4529 
Or email tim@timsyradwinetours.com 
Or Complete the booking form on the following page and return to Tim 



Worshipful Company of Actuaries
Master's Weekend Wine Tour to Slovenia 12th-15th September 2019

BOOKING DEADLINE: 31st October 2018

Please contact Tim if you want to book extra nights in the City Hotel, Ljubljana

Passenger Details (PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS)
Title

1

2

Email Address  ………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Contact telephone number(s)  .……...…………………………………………...………………………….

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Single Room

Twin Bedded Room  ……………………………………………………………..…………………..…………...……….……

Double Bedded Room  ……………………………………………………………..…………………..…………...……….……

Please complete the following:

Name of Insurer  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Policy Number  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

24 Hour Emergency Tel No …….……………..………………….………….…………………………………….…………………………………………..…

Tim Syrad Wine Tours, 222 Stanley Road, Teddington, Middlesex TW11 8UE
Cheques should be made payable to: Tim Syrad Wine Tours Ltd
If you wish to pay by bank transfer or credit card please call on 020 7060 4529.

Signature ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Date ……………………………………………

BOOKING FORM

First Name (as on passport) Surname (as on passport) Home Address of First Named 
(please include postcode)

I confirm that I have read and accept the Terms and Conditions of Booking (available on the website) on 
behalf of myself and all persons listed above.  I am over 18 years of age.

Tim Syrad Wine Tours Ltd, 222 Stanley Road, Teddington, Middlesex, TW11 8UE

Accommodation required (PLEASE TICK 
APPROPRIATE BOX)

Does anyone in your party have any specific dietary requests, 
allergies/intolerances or medical conditions we should be aware of, or 
any other special requirements?  PLEASE GIVE DETAILS

TRAVEL INSURANCE DETAILS
(Adequate travel insurance must be taken out by everyone on the tour)

PAYMENT DETAILS: Forward this completed Booking Form together with your relevant deposit payment as per 
brochure/website to:

In compliance with UK and EU laws relating to Package Tours and Holidays, your money will be held in a 
Client Trust Account and will be fully protected in the unlikely event of a financial failure of this company 
or any other company involved in the tour arrangements featured.

I authorise Tim Syrad to pass my/our name(s) and relevant details to Fiona Morrison for the purposes of 
this tour.


