
City Heights E-ACT Academy, 33 Abbots Park, Brixton, London SW2 3PW 

Dulwich College, Dulwich Common, London SE21 7LD 

1 September 2021 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

We are writing formally to acknowledge and report upon the financial support which the 

Worshipful Company of Actuaries has continued to provide for the Mathematics collaboration and 

pupil engagement between Dulwich College and City Heights E-ACT Academy.  During a period of 

unprecedented challenge for pupils, this support is deeply appreciated. This model of subject-specific 

collaboration between a livery company, state school and independent school partner is powerful in 

raising pupil aspiration and outcomes in a core subject. We also believe that it serves as a wider 

example of best practice in education and philanthropy. 

As you are aware, this jointly formulated programme was first established in 2018 to 

address specific concerns about pupil performance in Mathematics at Key Stage 3 (KS3) 

and GCSE, specifically that early gaps in knowledge were identified at KS3. In particular, middle sets 

were not reaching their potential and top achievers were not leaving the Academy with an interest in 

pursuing Mathematics in further studies or as a means to enhancing their employment 

opportunities. The unforeseen disruption to departmental staffing this year at the Academy has 

further highlighted the need for this ongoing support and intervention. 

 

The original bid covered four main strands:   

1. Addressing gaps at KS3  

2. Instilling high ambition in high achievers 

3. Teacher coaching 

4. Improving GCSE results by increasing teacher capacity through SCITT  

5. Teacher coaching 



Finances 2020-21  

 

The grant has been apportioned as follows over the 2020-21 academic year: 

1. Funding for two Action Tutoring programmes in support of Y11 Maths pupils (2 x £1,570). 

Action Tutoring is a highly effective means of enhancing pupil outcomes and confidence: 

please see actiontutoring.org.uk/ 

2. Specialist resources and teacher training to enhance numerical outcomes for SEND pupils at 

the Academy (£887.85), reflecting the wider commitment of the Trust to fulfilling this aspect 

of the Ofsted and SEND regulatory frameworks. 

3. SCITT training costs incurred by Dulwich College (£1,500). We had intended to provide three 

SCITT trainees for a summer placement offering both class teaching and smaller focused 

revision classes. However, following the third national lockdown, the Department of 

Education withdrew any requirement for teachers to complete a second placement and 

schools were discouraged from allowing unnecessary visitors on site. This meant that, sadly, 

we were unable to place any SCITT trainees at City Heights. As this part of the proposal has 

not been met, we propose to donate this £1,500 back to City Heights for 2021 to spend on 

Action Tutoring (see below). On a positive note, we have placed an outstanding SCITT trainee 

at City Heights for September 2021. The Mathematics department is now in good shape and 

our trainee has been provided with an excellent mentor.  

 

The impact of this core funding was enhanced by the significant additional funding (£3,000) 

to provide the most disadvantaged City Heights pupils with Chromebooks. As a result, all were 

able to work remotely during lockdown to access their online learning and examination 

revision resources, thereby ensuring that learning continued through the unprecedented 

disruption caused by the pandemic.   



Reflections on impact of financial support for 2020/21  

 

The Action Tutoring programme has been very well received by all pupils in Year 10. Following 

repeated lockdowns, the weekly sessions proved critical in bridging the gaps in pupils’ knowledge.  

In addition to this, Year 10 pupils have been offered individual support from fully trained Year 12 

Dulwich College mentors via the Colet Mentoring scheme (please see Appendix) and SEND pupils have 

made full use of the newly acquired specialist resources. 

 

Errol Comrie, Headteacher of City Heights: 

“There has been a positive impact on Mathematics outcomes for the pupils involved in Action Tutoring. 

Our most able students have highly appreciated the level of challenge provided by Action Tutoring 

throughout the year. The level of challenge has enabled our students to build the confidence to tackle 

complex exam questions to improve their outcomes.” 

 

 



Jenny Stanley, Chair of the Academy’s Ambassadorial Group: 

“This has been an academic year with a rhythm like none other and the financial assistance 

afforded by WCA has had an invaluable impact in maintaining pupil progress and confidence. The 

ongoing support, gratefully acknowledged by Fuzel Choudhury, E-ACT’s National Director of 

Education, provided real academic scaffolding as pupils attempted to bridge the gap in their 

learning whilst dealing with their post Y11 applications. The additional £3,000 grant was also 

particularly well timed.” 

 

David Iles, a seconded Mathematics teacher from Dulwich College, continued to attend City 

Heights one afternoon per week to support the top Year 11 set and their teacher. He also led 

intervention sessions after school for a smaller group of pupils identified as high achieving. David 

writes: 

 

“Once again it has been a pleasure to work with some of the top mathematicians in the Academy’s 

Year 11 cohort and rewarding to see the progress they have made throughout the year. The students 

themselves have developed a real passion for the subject leading to excellent engagement in our 

sessions. They clearly appreciate the opportunity to take what they have learned in their regular 

lessons and be truly stretched on how far that knowledge can take them. I am confident our focus on 

problem-solving is partly responsible for improved examination performance due to the increased 

exposure to the trickiest questions that can be posed in their GCSE. Not having to sit public 

examinations has also allowed me the time do some A-Level preparation work with those students in 

the group, 6 out of 8, who are going on to study the subject further at other schools with sixth forms.  

The fact that so many of the group have chosen to study Mathematics at A-level is evidence of how 

successful the project has been and they are certainly well placed to continue to excel in the subject.” 



Please see the following statistics regarding Mathematics results. Whilst the pupils did not sit 

examinations this summer, the grades awarded were rigorously verified internally and externally.  

 

Overall Year 11 Mathematics results: 

 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

4+ 56% 60% 64% 

5+ 39% 38% 41% 

 

Set 1 Mathematics results 

 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Level 5+ 100% 100% 100% 

Level 8+ 28% 30% 40% 

# of level 9s 1 2 6 

 

 

  



Looking to the future & Finances 2021-22 

 

Our current seconded teacher will continue his work: every Tuesday, he will join the top-set 

Year 11 and their class teacher in their lesson and follow this with an after-school intervention 

session.  Given that it is highly likely that this cohort will sit public examinations in the summer of 

2022, this support will be particularly valuable. In addition, it should be noted that this work forms 

part of the teacher’s timetabled allowance which has been doubled for the year ahead and is provided 

gratis by the College. 

The Mathematics department at the Academy has entered a period of stability and the Senior 

Team are now confident in its ability to effectively host a SCITT trainee. We are delighted to have 

found an outstanding candidate to fill the role from September 2021. The College’s Assistant Head 

External Jenny Stanley joined the trainee for a tour of the Academy in the summer term and left 

confident that this pairing will be a huge success. The trainee will serve as an additional connection 

with the College, due to his spending one day per week at the College for training purposes. We hope 

this will open the doors to more departmental collaboration. In addition, Jenny serves as Chair of the 

Academy’s Ambassadorial Group and is a valuable point of contact with parents. 

Subject to the approval of the Worshipful Company of Actuaries, we propose that next year’s 

funds are allocated as follows, enabling a strategic continuation of this year’s impact: 

 

1. Mathematics resources for City Heights 

• Fee to support three Action Tutoring programmes in support of Y11 Maths pupils (3 x £1,570 

= £4,710).  

• Specialist resources to enhance teaching of Mathematics for all pupils at the Academy (£290).  

 

2. SCITT Training costs incurred by Dulwich College (£1,500) 



• To provide one SCITT trainee for the main placement and for two SCITT trainees for the 

summer placement. 

 

Total: £6,500 (that is, we hope for a grant of £5,000, to supplement the £1,500 carried over from SCITT 

training last year) 

 

Once again, we would be grateful if you would convey our thanks to the Chairman and Trustees and, 

indeed, to all members of the Company whose generosity has made this funding possible. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Errol Comrie 

 

Cameron Pyke 

 

 

 

Mr. Errol Comrie Headteacher, City Heights E-ACT Academy 

 

 

Dr. Cameron Pyke Deputy Master External Dulwich College and Trustee of E-ACT  



Appendix 

 

To supplement the mathematical support enabled by your financial contribution, we have also set 

up a new online mentoring initiative https://easya.io/colet-mentoring/ 

Every Tuesday and Wednesday, between 5 and 7 pm, fully trained Year 12 mentors from Dulwich 

College offer support to Year 10 mentees from City Heights. All collaboration is carried out via an 

online platform provided by Easy A for a monthly administration fee of £99, which is covered by 

Dulwich College. 

The mentees work through packs of examination questions during the scheduled hours and if they 

encounter a problem they take a photograph of the question and upload it to the app. The app then 

locates a mentor who guides the mentee towards the correct answer.  
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