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New report reveals that 4 million people[footnoteRef:2] are alive today, that would otherwise not be here, thanks to the RNLI [2:  Report by the Worshipful Company of Actuaries - the impact of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution’s rescues since 1824] 

A new report from the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) and the Worshipful Company of Actuaries has revealed that around 4 million people are alive today, that would otherwise not be here, without the RNLI.  
The report[footnoteRef:3], compiled by the Worshipful Company of Actuaries for the RNLI, revealed the estimated figure using in-depth analysis based on the RNLI’s lives saved data[footnoteRef:4] and the assessment of the numbers of descendants who were subsequently born following a life being saved.  [3:  please email for a link to the report]  [4:  RNLI lives saved data is specific to the UK and Republic of Ireland] 

In order to estimate an overall impact figure, an actuarial model was created to assess the number of people who likely descended from a person rescued by the RNLI.  This included using population data for the period the report covers, including fertility rates, mortality rates, gender mixes and the approximate age of those rescued.
The report concluded that around 4 million people are alive today, that wouldn’t otherwise be, thanks to the RNLI saving lives at sea for over 200 years.

Angela Rook, Associate Director of Fundraising, Marketing and Media at the RNLI, said: ‘The RNLI has been saving lives at sea for over 200 years.  The new report provides us with the collective impact and benefit that the RNLI has brought to our society today. 4 million people are here today due to the selflessness and courage of our lifesavers for over two centuries.
‘We’re incredibly grateful to the Worshipful Company for Actuaries for creating this report and helping us to fully understand the impact that the RNLI has made.
‘The concept of undertaking this calculation was originally construed by one of our long-serving Tower Lifeboat Station volunteer crew members, Stephen Wheatley.  He successfully introduced the Worshipful Company of Actuaries and the RNLI, for which we are most grateful.’
Gordon Sharp, Master of the Company, said: ‘The work of charities like the RNLI is a cornerstone of our society.  Given actuaries are passionate about longevity, it is wonderful to see the positive impact saving lives over the centuries has on building thriving communities over the longer term.  The Worshipful Company of Actuaries focuses its efforts on areas of Charity, City and Community and we are delighted to have applied our technical skills to help illustrate the long-term impact of the RNLI.’
Peter Tompkins, who prepared the report on behalf of the Company, said: ‘The RNLI has maintained a remarkable record of data on saving lives over the last 200 years.  We combined this with the equally good national record of population statistics to show the effect that family growth has had on the numbers of people to be thankful for the rescue of an ancestor.’
In the two centuries that the RNLI has been saving lives at sea, the charity’s lifeboat crews and lifeguards have saved over 146,000 lives. As the busy summer season approaches, RNLI lifesavers are ready to continue saving lives, just like they have done for over 200 years.


Media contacts
For further information contact Becky Cheers Becky_cheers@rnli.org.uk or the RNLI press office on 01202 336789 / pressoffice@rnli.org.uk.

RNLI online
For more information, please visit the RNLI website or Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. News releases, videos and photos are available on the RNLI News Centre.

Key facts about the RNLI
The RNLI charity saves lives at sea. Its volunteers provide a 24-hour search and rescue service around the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland coasts. The RNLI operates over 238 lifeboat stations in the UK and Ireland and, in a normal year, more than 240 lifeguard units on beaches around the UK and Channel Islands. The RNLI is independent of Coastguard and government and depends on voluntary donations and legacies to maintain its rescue service. Since the RNLI was founded in 1824, its lifeboat crews and lifeguards have saved more than 146,000 lives. 

The Worshipful Company of Actuaries
The company is one of the livery companies of the City of London and its members are qualified actuaries.  It supports the City of London and its Lord Mayor, provides a community for its members to meet and take part in activities and supports a wide range of charities, particularly with a focus on mathematical and actuarial skills.  


The Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI), a charity registered in England and Wales (209603), Scotland (SC037736), the Republic of Ireland (20003326), the Bailiwick of Jersey (14), the Isle of Man (1308 and 006329F), the Bailiwick of Guernsey and Alderney | Clayton Engineering Limited (Registered No. 01274923), R.N.L.I. (Sales) Limited (registration number 2202240) also trading as RNLI Shop, and RNLI College Limited (registration number 7705470), all companies are registered in England and Wales with registered offices at West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ
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